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{1} Introduction

<< Church History (AD 30–2000) >>

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 1-2

1.1  Uses of Church History

· 1.1.1  The study of church history

· Definition: Church history is the interpreted record of the origin, progress, and impact of Christianity on human society.

· 1.1.2  Values of church history

· PAST: An aid to understanding: Church history examines the origin and development of present beliefs and practices; in order that we can treasure our great Christian heritage. 
· PAST: An inspiration for thanksgiving: Church history demonstrates the reality of God’s providence in guiding and protecting the church; in order that we can appreciate God’s plan and give Him all the glory.

· PRESENT: A correctional guide: Church history analyzes past problems and difficulties in the church; in order that we can avoid falling into the same doctrinal errors and false practices. [negative application]
· PRESENT: A practical tool: Church history reviews major events in the universal church; in order that we can comprehend doctrines and movements, and apply the knowledge for today. [positive application]
· FUTURE: A motivating force: Church history records the toil and sacrifices of past saints; in order that we can empathize their experience and be motivated to follow their example and live a holy life.

1.2  Division into Eras

· 1.2.1  Reason for division

· For memorization: The division into eras aids readers in remembering the essential facts.

· For organization: The division helps to concentrating on the themes in that period. 

· 1.2.2  Division used in this course

	30
Founding of the church

	
Era 1: Early Church (1): Persecutions (AD 30–300)

	300
End of persecution—Victory of Constantine [313]

	
Era 2: Early Church (2):  Stability (AD 300–600)

	600
Reign of Pope Gregory I [590–604]

	
Era 3: Medieval Church (1):  Expansion & Conflicts (AD 600–1000)

	1000
Schism between Eastern & Western churches [1054]; beginning of the 2nd millennium

	
Era 4: Medieval Church (2):  Growth & Decline of the Papacy (AD 1000–1500)

	1500
Ninety-Five Theses by Martin Luther [1517]

	
Era 5: Modern Church (1):  Reformation & Struggles (AD 1500–1700)

	1700
Beginning of missionary societies—Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge [1698]

	
Era 6: Modern Church (2):  Revival & Missions (AD 1700–1900)

	1900
Beginning of ecumenism—World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh [1910]

	
Era 7: Modern Church (3):  Ecumenism & Adaptations (AD 1900–2000)

	2000
Beginning of the 3rd millennium

	
Era 8: Postmodern Church: World Evangelism (AD 2000–??)


1.3  Greco-Roman World in the 1st Century

· 1.3.1  Hellenism

· Hellenism: The Greeks’ way was to equate and mix various cultures and religions so that all people would agree to a common standard. Greek philosophy prepared for Christianity by destroying the older religions. 

· Greek language: Greek was the universal language for commerce, the courts, the educated, and communications. The presence of a universal language known to all helped the spreading of the gospel.

· 1.3.2  Greek philosophy

· Platonism: Plato and his teacher Socrates believed in the immortality of the soul. Platonism taught about a supreme being, perfect and immutable. It affirmed that there was a higher world of abiding truth. Christians used these to teach about God, eternal life, and the gospel.

· Stoicism: Stoics believed that the purpose of philosophy was to understand the law of nature, and to obey and adjust to it. The ideal was apatheia—life without passions. The virtues to cultivate included: moral insight, courage, self-control, and justice. Christianity had similar characteristics.

· 1.3.3  Judaism

· Leading to Christianity: Judaism contributed to Christianity by establishing monotheism, the messianic hope, an ethical system, and the OT Scripture. The synagogues provided a meeting place for evangelism.
· Jewish sects: Judaism was divided into many groups, such as the Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots, Essenes. Christians (called “Nazarenes”) were seen as a Jewish sect.

· 1.3.4  The Greco-Roman world

· Political unity: The political unity in the Empire allowed the early Christians to travel without having to fear bandits or local wars. The straight, well-paved, and well-guarded roads also helped spreading Christianity.

· Spiritual vacuum: Roman conquests led to a loss of belief by many people in their local gods. For the Romans, polytheistic pagan religion became so cold, ritualistic, and meaningless, that many Romans began to seek spiritual sustenance outside their traditional mythological religion.
1.4  Influence of Greek Philosophy on Christianity

· 1.4.1  Benefits of Greek philosophy

· Use of Greek philosophy: Some early Christians used what they learned from Greek philosophy to defend Christianity or to communicate their faith, particularly Platonism and Stoicism.

· Seeking ideals: Both Socrates and Plato taught that the highest ideals are such intellectual abstractions as goodness, beauty, and truth. They were also concerned about questions of right and wrong, and man’s eternal future. All these concepts fitted well with Christianity.

· 1.4.2  Drawbacks of Greek philosophy

· Dualism: Some theology of the early church was tainted by the application of Greek philosophy to explain Christian truth. For example, the Greek philosophers saw man as essentially twofold: body and soul. The body belongs to this world of becoming and change. The soul is the divine spark from the world of being, and it is rational. The Greeks despised the body and the material world. Gnosticism was a next step.

· Logos: Greek thought recognized a mediating power between God and this world called Logos, which means both Reason and Word. This concept was used in John chapter 1. But the Greek Logos was clearly separate from God and inferior to him. This led to later Christological controversies in the church. 

1.5  Beginning of the Church

· 1.5.1  Founding of the church

· Which year? Most historians believed that Jesus was born between 7BC and 4BC, the majority being 4BC. The founding of the Christian church would be around AD30.

· After Pentecost: After the foundation of the church on Pentecost, Christians were meeting in homes. The number of Christians increased rapidly. Almost all the new Christians were ethnic Jews, or religious Jews. 
APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Judaism provides a foundation for Christianity.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The Roman Empire helped evangelization.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Caution is needed when secular philosophy is used in apologetics.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	The concepts of “being” and “becoming” need to be understood.

	[5] follow past saints
	Good witness can bring people to Christ (Acts 2:46-47).


{2} From the Jews to the Gentiles

ERA 1 << Early Church (1): Persecutions (AD 30–300) >> SESSION 1

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 3-4,11

2.1  The Apostles

· 2.1.1  Records on the apostles

· Peter: He was leading the Jerusalem Church. He probably moved to Rome and suffered martyrdom [AD67].

· Paul: He was probably martyred by beheading in Rome [AD67] during the persecution of Nero.

· John: Tradition associates him with the city of Ephesus. He was banished by Domitian to the island of Patmos where he wrote Revelation [AD95]. Later, he ministered in Asia Minor and died naturally at an advanced age.

· 2.1.2  Legends of apostles

· Used for claims: There were many legendary or fictitious stories about the fate of the Apostles. There were also many claims about an apostle preaching in a particular region, but these claims were probably made by churches who wanted to claim an apostolic origin, which then supported their authority.

2.2  Church in Jerusalem

· 2.2.1  The Jewish Christian church

· Leaders: Peter and James, the brother of Christ, were probably the leaders. The early church focused on the leadership of the apostles. Later, churches gained authority by claiming apostolic lineage.

· 2.2.2  The waning of the Jewish church

· Suppression & Exodus: Persecution and destruction of Jerusalem forced the members to scatter. Many leaders were executed. Soon after, the leaders led the people to Pella, a city east of Jordan. This allowed them to escape from the disaster in Jerusalem [AD70]. The church faded out in 5th-c.

2.3  Spread of Christianity

· 2.3.1  The Christian mission

· To the Jews: After the first persecution (Acts 8), many Christians were forced to leave Jerusalem and to fulfil the Great Commission by spreading the gospel to other parts of the Roman Empire. At first, the evangelistic work was directed almost exclusively to the Jews.

· To the Gentiles: First indication of the church’s willingness to receive non-Jews was when Philip explained the gospel to an Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-37). The issue whether Gentiles could have the salvation was eventually discussed in Acts 10 in the episode of Peter and Cornelius [AD40].

· Jerusalem Council [AD50]: The immediate question was whether the converted Gentiles had to obey the Jewish Law or not. The council in Jerusalem was led by James, brother of Christ, and was attended by “apostles and elders” including Paul and Barnabas. The council finally relaxed the rule (Acts 15:4-29). 

· 2.3.2  Paul’s work

· Many missionaries: The 3 missionary journeys of Paul [c.AD45–60] were most famous because they were recorded in the NT (Acts 13–21). But Paul was not the only missionary, and was not the first Christian to visit those cities. Most of the time when Paul visited a city, a church had already been founded. 

· Paul’s evangelistic work: Paul’s usual procedure was to go to the synagogue and to preach to the Jews first; if he was rejected, he would then preach to the Gentiles.

2.4  Life in Early Church

· 2.4.1  Early Christian writings

· Epistle to Diognetus [c.AD200] was a rational defense of Christianity by showing the folly of idolatry, the inadequacy of Judaism, and the superiority of Christianity. 

· Didache or Teaching of the Twelve Apostles [c.AD150] was a manual of discipline giving guidelines for Christian life and worship, including baptism and the eucharist. It included instruction on how to distinguish false prophets from true and how to find worthy officials. 

· Shepherd of Hermas [c.AD150] dealt with the repentance of sins after baptism and holy living. It was written after the model of Revelation, containing many allegorical symbols and visions.

· 2.4.2  Christian worship

· Worship services: The early church gathered on the first day of the week to worship since this was the day of resurrection of the Lord. There were 2 services. The morning service included the reading of Scripture, exhortation by the leading elder, prayers. The evening service was a love feast followed by the communion. By the end of 1st-c, the love feast was dropped and the communion celebrated during the morning service.

· Communion: This was the focal point of worship. It was later called eucharist, from the Greek eucharisteo—to give thanks. The celebrations were in the tone of joy and gratitude, not sorrow and repentance. 

· Baptism: In the beginning, baptism was practiced as soon as one was converted. Later, a period of preparation—catechumenate was required, mainly for instruction on the main beliefs in Christianity, but also as a means to exclude unworthy members. Baptism was administered once a year at Easter. Immersion and pouring were used. The practice of infant baptism began no later than 3rd-c.

· Language: The early church was divided into the Greek-speaking East and the Latin-speaking West. The two languages coexisted happily in the first centuries. 

· 2.4.3  Church government

· Clergy & laity: “Clergy” was derived from the Greek word kleros, meaning “lot”—the object (ballot) cast to select someone to occupy an office. “Laity” was derived from the Greek laos—”people”. Hence, “clergy” refers to the leadership which is specially selected, trained, and elected to instruct.

· Non-hierarchical: There was no special class of priests as both the officials and all were spiritual priests.

· Classes of officials: There were originally two positions: elder (presbyter), and deacon. Deacons assisted the elders, especially in the work of caring for the needy. In response to the challenge of heresies, the church emphasized apostolic succession and the authority of bishops—episcopal authority. Women were part of the leadership in early church (Philip’s 4 daughters, Phoebe, etc.) but were excluded by the end of 2nd-c.

· Monarchical bishop? The later development of the monarchical bishop had no Biblical support. [1] The NT is clear that bishop and elder are the same office. [2] Early churches were governed by a group of bishops or elders. [3] There is no Biblical support for the authority of an elder to extend beyond the local church.

· 2.4.4  Christian practices

· Benevolence: The church gave aid to the poor and the sick Christians. The offering of money was collected after the communion. The deacons would use the money to care for those who were in need. 

· Separation: Christians continued to have social relationships with their pagan neighbours as long as they did not lead to idolatry or immorality. Therefore, Christians did not attend pagan theatres, games, or temples.

· Missionary methods: New converts came from life witness of Christians, witness of martyrs for their courage facing death (“martyr” originally meant “witness”), and demonstration of miracles (particularly healing). Other new converts were results of teachings and debates by Christian apologists.

· Christian symbol: Fish was used as a symbol for Christians because the Greek word for fish (ichthus) could be used as an acrostic containing the initial letters of the phrase: “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour”.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Even in ancient times, democracy was practiced in the church in the selection of church leaders.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Persecutions forced Christians to obey the Great Commission.

	[3] avoid past errors
	The lack of unity partly contributed to the development of unbiblical monarchical bishops. We need to keep our unity.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Practices in the early church may contribute to our present practices.

	[5] follow past saints
	The strong faith of the apostles, even unto death, is a model for us.


{3} Defense & deposit of the faith

ERA 1 << Early Church (1): Persecutions (AD 30–300) >> SESSION 2

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 7-9

3.1  The Apologists

· 3.1.1  Rumours & misunderstanding of Christian faith

· Background: Apologists were the scholars who defended Christianity from enemies outside the church, by refuting the rumours about Christians. 

· Apologetic method: Negatively, they sought to refute the false accusations of atheism, cannibalism, incest, laziness, and anti-social action that pagans levelled against them. Positively, they developed a constructive approach by showing that in contrast to Christianity, Judaism, pagan religions, and emperor worship were foolish and sinful. 

· 3.1.2  Christian faith & pagan culture

· Attitudes on pagan culture: Different Christians held 2 different types of attitudes toward the pagan culture surrounding them: [1] opposition, or [2] accommodation.

· Opposition: Most Christians tried to avoid civil ceremonies where there were sacrifice and vows made to the pagan gods. But some even avoided the study of classical literature. Later, some withdrew completely from the society and lived as hermits.

· Accommodation: They tried to show and explain the connection between Christian faith and pagan culture, or philosophies, and pointed out their agreements. 

· 3.1.3  Leading apologists

· East vs West: Eastern apologists (using Greek)—Aristides, Justin Martyr, Tatian, Athenagoras, Theophilus. Western apologists (using Latin)—Tertullian, Minucius Felix.
· Justin Martyr (100–165)—He was a teacher in Rome. He showed that Christians were not atheists or idolaters and were blameless and should not be persecuted. Justin’s Apology was a masterly presentation of the Christian faith. He opposed to paganism and syncretism. 

· Tertullian (160–225)—He was a presbyter in Carthage. He argued that Christians were loyal citizens of the empire, and that the state was persecuting the church on dubious legal grounds.

3.2  Gnosticism & Other Heresies

· 3.2.1  Major heresies during 2nd-c

· Reasons for heresies: Different interpretations of Christianity arose as Christianity was spread to various regions. Before there was a NT canon (Scripture), people chose the documents as they pleased to support their own interpretation of the religion. Some people also mixed other religions and philosophy with Christian teachings together (syncretism) and built up new heretical teachings. 

· 3.2.2  Ebionites—The Son is not God

· Beliefs: They believed that Jesus was Joseph’s son who attained a measure of divinity at baptism.

· 3.2.3  Gnosticism—secret knowledge to salvation

· Origin: They believed that a lesser god, identified as Jehovah in OT, created the evil material world.

· On knowledge: They claimed that only those with secret and mystic knowledge would get to heaven.

· Dualism: They claimed that only spiritual things are good. The final goal is to escape from the body and this material world in which we are exiled. This leads to a few conclusions:

· [1] Docetism [c.110]: They believed that the body of Jesus was a phantom which only appeared to be fully human.

· [2] Asceticism: One must control the body and its passions and thus weaken its power over the spirit. 

· [3] Libertinism: Flesh is bad but spirit is good, so let the flesh enjoy its evil desire, while the spirit remains good.

· Problems: It denied many important Christian doctrines, including creation, incarnation, sacrificial death, and resurrection. It pandered to spiritual pride as only an aristocratic elite would go to heaven. Its libertinism encouraged Christians to live in sin.

· 3.2.4  Manicheanism—dualism: god of darkness

· Dualism: They believed in dualism, two opposing and eternal principles—the king of light and the king of darkness. Man was created by the king of light but he was tricked by the king of darkness. Salvation was the liberation of the light in his soul, brought about by exposure to the Light, Christ.

· 3.2.5  Marcionism—OT inspired by an inferior god

· Beliefs: They chose the Gospel Luke and Paul’s Epistles as the basis of faith.

· 3.2.6  Neoplatonism—absorption into the Absolute Being

· Beliefs: They believed an Absolute Being as the transcendent source of all that exists. The goal was re-absorption into the divine essence. Joy can be achieved with rational contemplation, and by mystical intuition seeking to know God. This movement contributed to later Christian mysticism.

· 3.2.7  Montanism—new age revealed

· Reaction to formalism: They claimed that their movement was the beginning of a new age with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to them. It was an age characterized by a more rigorous moral life.

· 3.2.8  Monarchianism—one Father God

· Dynamic Monarchianism: It taught that Christ was not divine but was merely a good man who, by righteousness and possession by the divine Logos at baptism, achieved divinity and saviourhood. This emphasis of the unity of God and the denial of the deity of Christ was an ancient form of unitarianism.

· Sabellianism: It taught that Trinity is a manifestation of forms—as Father in OT, as the Son to redeem man, and as the Holy Spirit after the resurrection of Christ.

· 3.2.9  Finding the common ground against heresies

· Responses: The church responded by: [1] setting the Canon of NT, [2] establishing the Creed, and [3] pointing out the source of authority—the apostles, leading to the emphasis of apostolic succession.

3.3  The Polemicists

· 3.3.1  Defense against heresies

· Background: Polemicists defended the Christianity faith by pointing out the errors of heresies which grew out from within the church. Eastern polemicists (using Greek) were concerned with metaphysical problems, using allegorical interpretation of the Bible. Western polemicists (using Latin) were more concerned with practical problems, using a grammatico-historical interpretation of the Bible.

· 3.3.2  Leading polemicists

· Irenaeus of Lyons (130–200): He refuted Gnosticism and emphasized the organic unity of the church through apostolic succession of leaders.

· Clement of Alexandria (150–216): He emphasized a close relationship between faith and reason.

· Origen of Alexandria (185–254): He wrote the first systematic theology, and did more exegetical work than anyone did before the Reformation. He maintained that the Son is eternally generated or begotten by the Father. However, because of some of his heretical speculations, he was condemned after death [553].

· Tertullian of Carthage (160–225)—father of Latin theology: He was the first to state the theological doctrine of the Trinity—the formula “one substance and three persons” and the “two natures” of Christ.

· Cyprian of Carthage (200–258): He emphasized the bishop as the centre of unity in the church. He asserted the primacy of Peter in tracing the line of apostolic succession but he rejected the claim of primacy by Rome. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The orthodox doctrine of Trinity was developed from struggles.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	God raised outstanding apologists and polemicists at the right time.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Many heresies came from groundless speculations.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Methods used by the apologists are useful for today.

	[5] follow past saints
	Polemicists recognized and encountered the threat of heresies.


{4} Three centuries of persecutions

ERA 1 << Early Church (1): Persecutions (AD 30–300) >> SESSION 3

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 5-6,10,12

4.1  Background to Persecutions

· 4.1.1  Causes of persecutions

· Periods: Before 250, persecution was mainly local and sporadic. Starting with the persecutions of Decius [249–251], they were based on the policy of the Roman government and were widespread and violent.

· Political:

· With their refusal to participate in emperor worship, Christian were accused of being disloyal to the state.

· The Christians held meeting at night and in secret. The Romans believed this was a conspiracy against the state.

· Most Christians would not serve as soldiers so they were accused as being disloyal to the government.

· Religious: 

· When Christians prayed, there was no visible object, so Romans thought Christians were atheists.

· When Christians talked about “eating and drinking” the elements representing Christ’s body and blood, the rumour was that Christians killed and ate infants in sacrifice to their God.

· Word of “the kiss of peace” raised the suspicion of immoral religious practices.

· Social:

· Christianity had great appeal for lower classes and slaves so they were hated by the influential aristocratic leaders.

· Christianity upheld the equality of all men, thus threatening the aristocracy who kept slaves.

· Christians avoided pagan gatherings. This non-conformity was a threat to the social structure. 

· Christians’ purity of lives was a silent rebuke to the scandalous lives of the upper classes.

· Economic:

· Priests, idol makers, and soothsayers lost their profits when Romans became Christians.

· Around 250, Christians were blamed for plagues and famines because of their rejection of the Roman gods.

· 4.1.2  Persecution from the Jews

· Heretical sect: The earliest Christians were all Jews. They did not view Christianity as a new religion, but as Judaism with a fulfilled promise. In Jews’ eyes, Christianity was a heretical sect. Thus, in the period after the church was founded [30–60], most persecution of Christians were from Jews (Acts 18:14-15). 

· 4.1.3  Persecution from the Romans

· Cycles: There were cycles of persecution under 10 Roman emperors. Many people thought that being a martyr was a gift from God, as God provided the strength for them to remain firm till the end. 

4.2  Cycles of Persecutions

· 4.2.1  Persecution under Nero [54–68]

· Fire in Rome: There was a great fire in Rome [64]. Nero decided to blame the Christians. The punishment was very cruel. Persecution was probably confined within Rome. Famous martyrs included Peter and Paul. 

· 4.2.2  Persecution under Domitian [81–96]

· Cultural traditions: Domitian put on harsh laws against anyone with “Jewish practice.” Christians were counted as associates of the Jews and were persecuted. Persecution probably centred at Rome and Asia Minor. 

· 4.2.3  Persecution under Trajan [98–117]

· Emperor worship: Trajan ordered that Christians were not to be sought out as criminals. But if they were accused by somone, they would be asked to burn incense before the image of the emperor, and curse Christ. If they refused, they would be killed. Famous martyrs included Bishop Ignatius and Bishop Polycarp. 

· 4.2.4  Persecution under Marcus Aurelius [161–180]

· Roman traditions: Marcus Aurelius was a strong supporter of Roman traditions and he disliked Christians’ obstinacy and stubbornness. He ascribed the natural and man-made calamities during his reign to the growth of Christianity. Justin Martyr was martyred at this time.

· 4.2.5  Persecution under Septimius Severus [193–211]

· Syncretism: Septimius Severus promoted syncretism under the worship of the “Unconquered Sun” [202]. All gods were to be accepted, provided that one acknowledged the reign of the Sun above all. He outlawed, under penalty of death, all conversions to Christianity and Judaism. Famous martyrs included Irenaeus and Perpetua.

· 4.2.6  Persecution under Decius [249–251]

· To restore ancient religion: Decius tried to restore the ancient religion, so those who refused to worship the gods were guilty of high treason. He used promises, threats, and torture to compel them to comply. One result was a new title of honour—confessors, those who remained firm in their faith, even under cruel torture. 

· 4.2.7  Great Persecution under Diocletian [303–305] & Galerius [305–311]

· Harsh persecution: Galerius, second-in-command, convinced Emperor Diocletian to issue edicts against Christians [303], removing them from positions of responsibility in the empire, and destroying all Christian buildings and books. Christians were forced to give up their Scripture. They were punished by the loss of property, exile, imprisonment, torture, and they were killed on masse by the sword or wild beasts.

· Rise of Constantine: After Diocletian died, Galerius ruled the east and Constantius Chlorus ruled the west [305]. When Constantius Chlorus died, the army proclaimed his son Constantine their leader.

· Edict of Tolerance: Galerius continued to persecute Christians. When Galerius fell sick with a painful disease, he changed his policy and proclaimed the Edict of Tolerance [311] stopping persecution of Christians.

4.3  Effects of Persecutions

· 4.3.1  Growth of Christianity

· Blood of the martyrs: Tertullian said that the blood of the martyrs was the seed of the gospel. The exemplary deaths of Christians had moved many who had witnessed martyrdom, and led to their conversion. 

· Eastern church: In 1st-c, Christianity was mostly confined to the eastern section of the empire and the majority of the believers were Jews. The main churches were in Jerusalem and Antioch. In 2nd-c, expansion was rapid among the Greek-speaking Gentiles. The church in Alexandria became the chief church of Egypt. 

· Western church: In 3rd-c, the gospel spread to the Latin-speaking Gentiles in the western empire. The church in Carthage was the chief church and intellectual centre in North Africa. By 300, the proportion of Christians was estimated to be 5-15% of the population of the empire (totalling 50-75 million).

· 4.3.2  Treatment of the lapsed

· Restoration of the lapsed: During the persecutions of Decius, some Christians yielded under threats. Some purchased fraudulent certificates of sacrifice, but some actually offered sacrifices. They became the lapsed. When they later wanted to rejoin the church, the confessors decided what the condition would be. But some bishops believed that only the church hierarchy had the authority to restore. 

· Cyprian (200–258): He was the bishop of Carthage. He called a synod (gathering of the bishops in the region) in Carthage [251] which decided that those who had purchased fraudulent certificates only would be immediately readmitted to the church. Those who had sacrificed could only be readmitted after a period of penance, some only on their deathbeds. Cyprian also supported the authority of the bishops to restore.

· Two Roman bishops: When Cornelius was elected bishop of Rome [251], Novatian was also elected to be bishop by a rival group who would not admit the lapsed. There were thus two bishops of Rome until 258. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The church was built on the blood of martyrs and confessors.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Persecutions did not wipe out the church. The worst persecutions were stopped by the short reign of Decius and Galerius’ sickness.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Arguments on non-essential issues such as the lapsed and the traditors should not lead to disunity.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	It is important to seek church-wide agreement on rules of discipline.

	[5] follow past saints
	Thousands of martyrs died for their faith during persecutions.


Constantine & monasticism

ERA 2 << Early Church (2): Stability (AD 300–600) >> SESSION 1

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 13-15

5.1  End of Persecutions to State Religion
· 5.1.1  Constantine’s success

· Constantinople founded: Constantine issued the Edict of Milan [313] to grant Christianity a status of equality with other religions. He founded Constantinople [330] after being sole emperor. 

· 5.1.2  Constantine’s support for Christianity

· Lack of understanding: Constantine, though became a Christian, was not instructed of the faith. His behaviour was unlike a Christian. He even took part in pagan rites but he was probably a sincere believer. 

· Measures in favour of Christians: Constantine ordered that confiscated Christian properties to be returned. He granted the clergy exemption from public obligations. He sacked the old temples and built new churches.

· 5.1.3  Julian the Apostate

· Reversal: His reign was short [361–363] but he sought to restore the lost glory of paganism. He organized massive pagan sacrifices. Julian never decreed persecutions against Christians, but he passed laws forbidding Christians to teach classical literature, thus keeping them from spreading the faith. 

· 5.1.4  State religion

· Emperor Theodosius I: He issued edicts [381] that made Christianity the exclusive religion of the state. Anyone who held to any other form of worship would suffer punishment from the state. 

· Impact: Christianity did raise the moral tone of the society. Roman legislation became more just. But when the church became rich and powerful, corruption crept in. 

5.2  Effects on the Imperial Church

· 5.2.1  Impact of Constantine

· No more persecution: The cessation of persecutions was immediate. 

· Official theology: Some Christians were overwhelmed by the favour that the emperor was pouring on them so they developed an “official theology” which tried to show that Constantine was chosen by God.

· Monasticism: As pagans were flocking to the church, including many nominal believers, some withdrew to the desert to lead a life of meditation and asceticism.

· 5.2.2  Practices in the imperial church

· Sacraments: The number of sacraments was unofficially expanded from 2 to 7 by the end of 6th-c. 

· Veneration of saints: Saints were venerated for their virtue. Now, the saints and martyrs were made to replace the old pagan gods. Later, they even became intercessory for prayers to God.

· Veneration of Mary: Mary was venerated as the mother of God and head of the saints. Speculations made her sinless and a perpetual virgin and possessing intercessory powers with Christ.

· 5.2.3  Liturgical Developments

· Christian worship: The original simple democratic worship was changed to a more aristocratic, colourful form of liturgy with a sharp distinction between the clergy and the laity. 

· Paganization: Because many pagans joining the church, pagan practices crept into the custom of the church as the church tried to make these pagan converts feel at home, such as allowing images and icons. 

· 5.2.4  Official theology

· Official theology: The beliefs and emphases of the church were accommodated to fit the new situation.

· Riches came to be seen as signs of divine favour. The church became a church of the powerful.

· There was a new development of a clerical aristocracy far above the common people.

· There was a tendency to set aside or to postpone the hope of the future kingdom. 

· 5.2.5  Monarchical bishop

· Factors: The need of leadership in meeting the problems of persecution and heresy was an urgent need that dictated the expansion of the bishop’s power. The development of the doctrine of apostolic succession and the increasing exaltation of the communion were important factors in the rise of the bishop’s power. The sacraments came to seen as effectual only if they were performed by an accredited minister.

· Bishop of Rome: The extra prestige given to the bishop of Rome was supported by a few factors.

· Petrine Theory: The primary argument was that Christ gave authority to Peter, including keys to the kingdom. 

· Church Fathers: Cyprian and Jerome said that Christ gave Peter a special rank as the first bishop of Rome.

· Apostolic traditions: Rome was linked with many apostolic traditions. Both Peter and Paul were martyred in Rome. 

5.3  Monasticism as a Reaction

· 5.3.1  Origin of monasticism

· Escapism: In times of worldliness and institutionalism, many Christians have renounced society and retired into solitude to achieve personal holiness by contemplation and asceticism apart from the society.

· Unwelcomed changes: [1] With increasing power came moral deterioration of the church. [2] Pagans brought semi-pagan practices. [3] Growing formalism in worship led some to seek individual approach to God.

· Teachings: [1] Paul’s preference towards celibacy inspired monasticism. [2] Gnosticism’s denial of the body still influenced the church. [3] Classical philosophy encouraged the subjugation of bodily passions. 

· 5.3.2  Stages of development of monasticism

· Ascetism. Solitary monasticism: anchorites or hermits. Communal monasticism: monastery.

· 5.3.3  Solitary monasticism

· Monks: The early monks searched for solitude because society was seen as a temptation. The desert, in particularly in Egypt, was attractive for its inaccessibility. Anthony (251–357) was the first famous monk.

· Growth: By the time of Constantine, many thousands lived in the desert. People who wanted to learn from the monks built churches nearby.

· 5.3.4  Communal monasticism

· Pachomius (286–348)—He built a new community of monks [c.320]. He demanded that anyone who wished to join the community must give up all their goods, and promise absolute obedience to their superiors. 

· Benedictine Order: The greatest leader of Western monasticism was Benedict of Nursia (480–547). He lived as a hermit east of Rome [500], and then founded the Monte Cassino monastery [529]. 

· 5.3.5  Spread of monasticism

· Factors: In 4th-c, monasticism spread from Egypt to Syria, Asia Minor, and Italy. 

· Impact: Monasticism would become an instrument for the charitable and missionary work of the church.

· 5.3.6  Evaluation of monasticism

· No Biblical support: Monasticism is not taught in the Scripture (Mark 16:15).
· Keeping the culture: Monasteries helped to keep scholarship and education alive during the Middle Ages.

· Missions: Monks became missionaries and won over tribes to Christianity. 

· Leaders: Some of the best leaders of the medieval church came from monasteries.

· Drawbacks: Monasticism could lead to spiritual pride. Corruption crept in when monasteries became wealthy.

· Centralization of power: Monasticism also aided the concentration of power of the papacy.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Ancient traditions, if not unbiblical, should be respected.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Constantine’s victory and Julian’s short reign showed God’s plan.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Paganization to today’s worship should be avoided.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Arguments against the absolute power of the pope are important.

	[5] follow past saints
	Monks’ commitment to live the whole life for God is commendable.


{5} Arianism & church councils

ERA 2 << Early Church (2): Stability (AD 300–600) >> SESSION 2

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 16-18, appendix

6.1  Donatist Controversy

· 6.1.1  The problem of traditors

· Traditors: These were the Christians who gave up copies of the Scripture to persecutors. Later, when they wanted to returned to the church, the confessors would rule on how they would be treated. 

· 6.1.2  Controversy & Struggles

· Theological arguments: The bishop of Carthage was consecrated by someone who was accused of being a traditor. The Donatists, led by Donatus, declared that the consecration was not valid. So they elected a rival bishop [311] and caused a schism. A synod at Rome decided that the validity of a sacrament does not depend on the character of the one administering the sacrament. The schism continued until around 400.

· Circumcellions: This was a group of Donatist peasants who were religious fanatics. They desired to be martyrs. The attacked rich travellers and disrupted trade. Roman authorities resorted to force through massacres. 

6.2  Arianism & Conflicts

· 6.2.1  Dealing with controversies

· Major Christological heresies: The early church spent much time in the first 5 centuries against 4 heresies concerning Christ. The Chalcedon Definition “one person in two natures”defends: [1] true deity—against Arianism, [2] full humanity—against Apollinarianism, [3] indivisibility united in one person—against Nestorianism, and [4] without confusion—against Eutychianism. 

· Appeal to the emperor: Previously, the issues were properly settled through debates among Christian leaders. After the conversion of Constantine, the empire had a vested interest in the unity of the church so it used its power to force theological agreement. The belief of the emperor became the deciding factor.

· 6.2.2  Arian Controversy

· Arianism: Bishop Alexander of Alexandria clashed with Arius (256–336) on whether the Word was God. Alexander held that the Word existed eternally with the Father and was not created (John 1). Arius argued that the Word was created by God and that He had a different (heteros) essence or substance from the Father. 

· Conflict: Alexander called a synod which condemned Arius’ teaching. Arius appealed to the people of Alexandria and bishops in the Eastern church. Constantine called a council of bishops from the whole empire.

6.3  Church Councils and Creeds

· 6.3.1  The Council of Nicea [325]

· Athanasius: He was the chief exponent of the orthodox view. He insisted that Christ had existed from all eternity with the Father, and was of the same essence (Latin homoousios) as the Father, although He was a distinct person. He believed that if Christ was less than God, He could not be the Saviour of men.

· Compromise rejected: Eusebius of Caesarea proposed a compromise that Christ was begotten of the Father before time in eternity. Christ was of a “similar” substance or essence as the Father (Latin homoiousios). But the compromise was rejected.

· Decision: They first sought to use passages from the Scripture to reject Arianism but found it difficult. The council decided to agree on a creed that would express the faith of the church rejecting Arianism.

· 6.3.2  Nicene Creed

· Definition of creed: A creed is a statement of faith for public use; it contains articles needful for salvation and the theological well-being of the church. Creeds have been used: [1] to test orthodoxy, [2] to recognize fellow believers, and [3] to serve as a convenient summary of the essential doctrines of faith. 
· Details: The Nicene Creed was later finalized in the Council of Constantinople [381]. It is the most universally accepted Christian creed, accepted by almost all churches, including the Orthodox churches.
· The main concern of the creed was to reject any notion that the Son was less divine than the Father. 

· The phrase “begotten, not made” was to assure that the Son was not created. The term “only begotten” (Greek monogenes) (John 1:14; 3:16) caused lots of theological discussion in the early church. Discoveries of papyri records in the 1970s showed that “only begotten” is better translated “one and only kind”.

· The phrase “of one substance (homoousios)” or “same substance/essence” was a clear refutation of the Arian belief. 

· The Apostles’ Creed: It is the oldest summary of essential doctrines. It was likely developed in 2nd-c [c.150]. It is used only in the churches of Western origin—the RCC, and the Protestant churches.
· 6.3.3  Aftermath of Nicene

· Ascent & decline of Arianism: The council did not end the controversy. The influence of Arianism rose and declined with different emperors. Even Constantine was baptized on his deathbed by an Arian bishop. Arianism continued until 7th-c.
· Athanasian Creed: The creed was not written by Athanasius but was originated in 5th-c. It is a masterly summary of the doctrine of Trinity. It affirms 3 main elements of the doctrine of Trinity: [1] There is one God. [2] Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are God. [3] The Father is not the Son is not the Holy Spirit.

6.4  Controversy in the Eastern Church
· 6.4.1  The two natures of Christ

· Question: After the question of the divinity of Christ (and of the Holy Spirit) had been settled, the next main issue was the question of how divinity and humanity are joined in Jesus Christ.

· Apollinarianism: This heresy emphasized Jesus’ divinity and taught that Jesus had a physical body and did not have a human intellect. It was condemned in the Council of Constantinople [381]. The council also confirmed the deity of the Holy Spirit, condemning the Macedonians.

· Nestorianism: This heresy, led by Nestorius, patriarch of Constantinople, emphasized Jesus’ humanity and taught that was in effect only a perfect man who was morally linked to deity. It was condemned in the Council of Ephesus [431]. The council went further and called Mary the “bearer of God”.
· Eutychianism: This heresy again emphasized Jesus’ divinity and taught that the two natures of Christ were fused into one nature, the divine. It was condemned in the Council of Chalcedon [451]. The council held that Christ was “complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man.” This became the orthodox view. The Tertullian formula “two natures in one person” was affirmed. 
6.5  Controversy in the Western Church

· 6.5.1  Augustine against Pelagius

· Pelagius (369–420): Pelagius believed that each man has the power to choose good or evil because there is no original sin. He saw Christian life as a constant effort to overcome sin and attain salvation.
· Augustine’s opposition: Augustine insisted that regeneration is exclusively the work of the Holy Spirit. Man’s will is totally depraved by original sin. unable to choose salvation. Salvation is only for those whom God has elected or predestined to salvation. Pelagianism was condemned at the Council of Ephesus [431].

· Semi-Pelagianism: John Cassian (360–435) tried to find a compromise position by which the human will and the divine will could cooperate in salvation. He taught that all men are sinful because of the Fall and their wills are weakened but not totally corrupted. This view was condemned at the Synod of Orange [529].

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Creeds are precious Christian heritage with many uses.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The influential Arianism did not win over the church.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Solving theological issues must not involve political authorities.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Christians should learn the issues debated in the early church. 

	[5] follow past saints
	Athanasius suffered repeated exiles for persisting in orthodoxy.


{6} Church Fathers

ERA 2 << Early Church (2): Stability (AD 300–600) >> SESSION 3

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 19-25

7.1  Church Fathers

· 7.1.1  Definition

· Definition: The Church Fathers were the influential theologians and writers in the early church, from the end of 1st-c to 6th-c, after the apostolic era. Their writings are generally accepted as authoritative on the teachings and practices of the church. They do not include the writers of the NT books. The total number is about 30.

· Eastern church: The Eastern post-Nicene Church Fathers were divided into two schools of Biblical interpretation. The Alexandrian school had the allegorizing tendency following Origen. The Antiochene school emphasized a grammatico-historical study of the Scripture, such as Chrysostom and Theodore.

· Western church: The Western post-Nicene Church Fathers concentrated on the translation of the Scripture, the critique of the pagan philosophers, and the writing of theological treatises. This practical bent of the Latin Fathers contrasted with the speculative metaphysical tendency of the Greek Fathers.

· Periods: [1] Apostolic Fathers—edification (1st-c), [2] Apologists—explanation (2nd-c), [3] Polemicists—refutation (3rd-c), [4] Expositors—exposition (4th-c), [5] Monasticism (4th-c to 6th-c).
· 7.1.2  Athanasius (296–373) of Alexandria

· Against Arianism: His deep conviction was that the central fact of Christian faith, and all human history, is the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ. At the Council of Nicea [325], he strongly opposed Arianism. Because of his stand, he was exiled 5 times.

· Theology: Athanasius used the formula “of the same substance” (homoousios) to describe the 3 persons of trinity. He argued for the deity of the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father (John 15:26). His letters set out for the first time the NT canon exactly as we have it today.

· 7.1.3  Cappadocian Fathers

· Cappadocia: It was a region in southern Asia Minor. The 3 Cappadocian Fathers include two brothers—Basil (329–379) and Gregory of Nyssa (335–395) and—their friend Gregory of Nazianzus (329–389). Their greatest contribution was in defending the orthodox view on Trinity: “three persons in one essence”. Basil was the father of Eastern monasticism and Macrina (324–380), his sister, awakened his interest in it, so she was sometimes named as the founder of Greek monasticism. She also found a community for women.

· 7.1.4  John Chrysostom (347–407) of Constantinople

· Preaching: He was most famous for his eloquent preaching. His reformed the life of the clergy. He insisted on simplicity of life and inclined to mysticism. He was exiled and died for confronting the emperor’s wife. 

· 7.1.5  Theodore (350–428) of Mopsuestia

· Exegete: He was called the “prince of ancient exegetes” because he opposed the allegorical interpretation, favouring historico-grammatical method. He also gave careful attention to the context. 

· 7.1.6  Ephrem (308–373) of Syria

· Poet: He was a Syrian theologian known for his exegesis and his poetry, and came to be known as “lyre of the Holy Spirit.” Ephrem wrote a wide variety of hymns, poems and homilies for Christians in troubled times. 

· 7.1.7  Ambrose (338–397) of Milan

· Theology: His work led to Augustine’s teaching on original sin. His emphasis on the conversion of the bread and the wine in the communion service, leading later to transubstantiation. He was a great writer of hymns. 

· Clashes with emperor: While Emperor Theodosius was a Nicene Christian, he clashed with Ambrose on two occasions. The emperor yielded to Ambrose in both times.

· 7.1.8  Jerome (347–420) of Rome

· Vulgate: His most famous work was the Vulgate [405], a Latin translation from the original Hebrew and Greek Bible. It eventually became the standard Bible of the entire Latin-speaking church.

7.2  Augustine of Hippo (354–430)

· 7.2.1  Life

· Conversion: He was acclaimed as the greatest Church Father. He was born in North Africa and was first a professor of rhetoric. After adopting different philosphies, he was converted after listening to the preaching of Ambrose and reading the Bible. He founded a monastery and was later ordained as the bishop of Hippo [395]. 

· 7.2.2  Thoughts
· On Trinity: He examined a range of possible analogies to explain trinity, mostly based on the trio of being, knowing, and willing. His final and best analogy is the mind remembering, understanding, and loving God.
· On the problem of evil: Man’s will is capable of making its own decisions but free-will produces evil. The origin of evil is to be found in the bad decisions made by man and fallen angels. Evil is not a substance; it is a decision, a direction, a negation of good.

· On human free-will and salvation: Human will is powerless against the hold of sin. The only freedom left to us is freedom to sin. Salvation is all of God’s grace. Further, grace is irresistible, and God gives it to those who have been predestined to it. Augustine’s doctrine of predestination was later developed by John Calvin.

· Theological errors: Augustine helped to develop the doctrine of purgatory. He also over-emphasized the value of sacraments resulting in the doctrines of baptismal regeneration and sacramental grace.

· 7.2.3  Writings
· Confessions: It is a spiritual autobiography, describing how God led him to faith through a long pilgrimage. 

· City of God: It is a Christian philosophy of history in which Augustine claims that there are two cities. The city of God is built on the love of God. The earthly city is built on love of self. In human history, these two cities always appear mingled with each other. In the end, the city of God will remain. 

7.3  The Coming of the Middle Ages

· 7.3.1  Downfall of the Western Roman Empire

· Guardian of the culture: Endless waves of barbarian hordes invaded the Roman Empire. Rome was conquered [410, 455]. A German general, deposed the last Western Roman Emperor [476]. Western civilization was at the brink of destruction. It was the church that provided continuity with the past. She became the guardian of civilization and of order in the Middle Ages.

· 7.3.2  Middle Ages

· The meaning of Middle Ages:

· Origin of the term: The name Middle Ages was first found in a book [1669] written by Christopher Kellner. He characterized the Middle Ages for their apparent sterility and the absence of the classical influence.

· Secular viewpoint: The men of the Renaissance thought that this era was a chasm separating the brilliant classical and modern periods of humanism. To them, this period was an age of darkness—Dark Ages.

· Roman Church viewpoint: The RCC thought that this era was the golden age of history. It was preceded by classical paganism and followed by the disintegrating forces of Protestantism.

· Protestant viewpoint: Protestants considered the Middle Ages the valley of shadow in which the pure ancient church was corrupted. The modern era of church history, from Reformation, was a return to the ideals of the NT.

· Political situation: At the beginning of the Middle Ages, the Roman Empire fragmented into Muslim domination in North Africa, Byzantine Empire in Asia, and papal areas in Europe. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The metaphysical aspect (Eastern church) and practical aspect (Western church) in theology are both important.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Christianity was protected from destruction by barbarians.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Beware of the allegorical interpretation of Scripture.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Augustine’s City of God provides a proper perspective of the world.

	[5] follow past saints
	The Church Fathers are known not only for their theology but also for their holy lives.


{7} Invasions & the Papacy

ERA 3 << Medieval Church (1): Expansion & Conflicts (AD 600–1000) >> SESSION 1

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 26-27

8.1  Building the Papacy

· 8.1.1  Easter controversy

· Problem & decision: The question about the proper date to celebrate Easter appeared in mid-2nd-c. The Eastern church held that Easter should be celebrated always on the 14th day of Nisan in the Jewish calendar. In contrast, the Western church celebrated Easter on the Sunday after the 14th day of Nisan. The Council of Nicea [325] supported the Western church, symbolizing the future victory of the Western church.

· 8.1.2  Dominance of the Roman bishop

· Trend to dominance: Between 313 and 450, the Roman bishop came to be acknowledged as the first among equals. Pope Leo I claimed supremacy over the worldwide church [440]. The Council of Constantinople [381] recognized the primacy of the Roman see. In addition, the Roman church was blessed with many able bishops. In 4th-c and 5th-c, the popes repeatedly saved the city of Rome through leadership and negotiations. 
· 8.1.3  Pope Gregory I (540–604)

· Papal power: Gregory was elected to be pope in 590. His greatest work was to expand the power of the papacy to Gaul, Spain, Britain, Africa, and Italy. He appointed bishops. He succeeded in getting the title of “head of all the churches” from the emperor. He sent missionaries out to convert barbarian tribes.
· Theology: Gregory confirmed many non-biblical theological inventions, including purgatory, mass for the dead, transubstantiation, penance (private lay confession), veneration of relics. He also gave tradition a place of equality with the Bible. He used allegory excessively in exegesis. 

· 8.1.4  After Gregory

· Intervention by the emperor: The Eastern church was divided by Christological controversies and the emperors demanded the support of the popes to their own theological positions. Those who refused were treated harshly. The election of a pope had to be confirmed by the authorities in Constantinople. 

· 8.1.5  Formation of the Papal States

· Donation of Pepin: Frankish king Pepin defeated the Lombards and gave the former Lombard capital to the pope [756]. This became the Papal States. Charlemagne later expanded the territory [781]. 

· False decretals: Pope Nicholas I made use of a collection of forged documents called False Decretals [865]. It included Donation of Constantine—claiming that Emperor Constantine had granted Rome to the pope. The documents asserted the supremacy of the pope over all ecclesiastical leaders. 

8.2  Barbarian Invasion

· 8.2.1  Invasion & evangelization of the Teutonic tribes

· Conversion: There were many invasions by barbarian tribes into the empire [375–1066] by Teutonic, Viking, Slav, and Mongol peoples. After they settled down, missionaries were sent from Rome and Constantinople among them and most tribes were converted to Christianity. The most powerful group were the Franks. 

· 8.2.2  Evangelization of other areas

· Expansion: Christianity expanded to Britain (3rd-c), Armenia (3rd-c), Ireland (5th-c), Germany (8th-c), Low Countries (8th-c), Scandinavian (9th-c). Because of mass conversions of whole tribes, some might not have a real experience of faith. In addition, there were insufficient priests to teach and train the new converts.

· 8.2.3  Slavic kingdoms

· Slavs: Eastern Europe was occupied by the Slavs. In Moravia, two missionaries Cyril and Methodius converted the people [862]. In Bulgaria, the king became a Christian [863] and the people followed. In Rusia, Queen Olga was converted by German missionaries [950], followed by mass conversions.

8.3  Islamic Invasion

· 8.3.1  Mohammad (570–632)

· Islam founded: Mohammad was an Arab merchant who knew about Judaism and Christian sects. He claimed that an angel Gabriel revealed to him about a single God (monotheism) [610]. Mohammad founded the first Muslim community in Medina [622]. They began a military and political campaign to control all of Arabia.

· 8.3.2  Muslim conquests

· Victories over the Byzantine Empire: After Mohammad, Muslims conquered northern Africa [647] the Persia [651], and Spain [711]. Their advance in Europe was finally halted by Charles Martel at Tours [732]. 

· 8.3.3  Islam

· Quran: The main source of Islam is the Quran. It is repetitious and unorganized. God known as Allah made his will known through 25 prophets, including Moses and Christ; but Muhammad was the latest and greatest prophet. Muslims deny Christ’s deity. Islam is fatalistic with its passive submission to the will of Allah. 

· 8.3.4  Effects

· Christianity diminished: Many ancient centres of Christianity were now under Muslim rule. There, Christianity ceased growing. The Byzantine Empire was weakened and the power of the papacy increased. 

8.4  Later Ecumenical Councils
· 8.4.1  End of arguments on the natures of Christ

· Monothelitism: There was discussion on the relationship between the divine and human wills of Christ. Sergius, patriarch of Constantinople [610–638], proposed that there is only one will because the divine will took the place of the human will. It gained the support of Pope Honorius [625–638]. 
· Council of Constantinople III [680–681]—It condemned monothelitism, and Pope Honorius. The council declared that the two wills of Christ exist harmoniously, and the human will is subject to the divine will. 

· 8.4.2  Use of images

· Worship of icons: Icons are pictures of Jesus Christ and the saints. Some people (iconoclasts, destroyers of icons) objected to using them in church. In opposition were the iconodules (worshippers of icons).

· East vs West: Emperor Leo III ordered all pictures and images destroyed [730]. Eventually, the church in the East eliminated statues but kept icons. In the West, Charlemagne and the pope favoured the use of visible symbols of divine reality. The church in the West continued to use pictures and statues in worship. 

· Council of Nicea II [787]—The council condemned the iconoclasts and distinguished between worship which is due only to God, and a lesser worshipful veneration which is to be given to icons. 

· 8.4.3  Theology in Eastern Orthodox Church

· Stagnation: The greatest concern was to keep the orthodox tradition. Eastern theology remained stagnant until modern times, except John of Damascus. Other Eastern theologians contributed mostly in mysticism.

· John of Damascus (675–749)—He wrote Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, a summation of the theology at that time. It became the standard expression of orthodoxy of the Eastern church.

· Simeon the New Theologian (949–1022)—He was the systematic exponent of the technique of inner prayer. 
· Gregory Palamas (1296–1359)—He taught a silent meditation reciting repeatedly the Jesus Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me.” The goal was the vision of the divine light and union with God. 
APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Evangelism by missionaries has long been a Christian tradition.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Barbarians were all converted by missionaries.

	[3] avoid past errors
	The disunity of the north African church led to their disappearance after the Muslim invasion.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Pope Honorius is a reason against papal infallibility.

	[5] follow past saints
	Christian mystics sought a closer relationship with God.


{8} Church decay & renewal

ERA 3 << Medieval Church (1): Expansion & Conflicts (AD 600–1000) >> SESSION 2

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 28-29

9.1  Holy Roman Empire

· 9.1.1  Carolingian dynasty

· Supporter of papacy: The Frankish monarchy, starting with Clovis, became the ardent supporter of the papacy. Charles Martel’s son Pepin the Short founded the Carolingian dynasty [751–987]. 

· 9.1.2  Charlemagne (742–814)

· Ecclesiastical changes: Charlemagne, son of Pepin, came to power [768]. He engaged in over 50 campaigns in expanding his empire. Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne “Emperor of the Romans” [800]. Charlemagne appointed bishops, enacted laws to collect tithes, reformed monasticism, and encouraged schools in churches.

· 9.1.3  After Charlemagne

· Divided empire: The empire covering all western Europe was divided into three [843]. This marked the birth of the modern states of France and Germany and rivalry between them.

· 9.1.4  The rise of feudalism

· Hierarchy: Feudalism is a system of political organization based on the possession of land. This was the only way to maintain justice and order when centralized authority was weak. It was a hierarchical system. 

· 9.1.5  Revival of the Roman Empire

· German ruler: Otto became the leader of the Germany dukes [936]. He supervised the church by choosing bishops and abbots. Pope John XII crowned him as the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire [962]. The struggle between the emperor and the pope began.
9.2  Theological Activities

· 9.2.1  Old & new ideas

· On predestination: Gottschalk of Orbais, a monk, concluded that the church had departed from Augustine in predestination. He was criticized by his enemies and was declared a heretic and imprisoned in a monastery.

· On real presence: Paschasius Radbertus declared [831] that the bread and the wine in the communion (mass) are transformed into the body and blood of Christ. This led later to the doctrine of transubstantiation.

9.3  Monastic Reform

· 9.3.1  Benedictine Monastic Order [528]

· Prayer & study: Benedict of Nursia built a monastery at Monte Cassino [528], and founded the Benedictine Order. The core of monastic life was prayer and studies. The monastery became a teaching centre for children. 
· 9.3.2  Benedictine Rule [530]
· Monastic standard: Benedict’s Rule became the monastic standard for all Western monasticism [817]. The book emphasized poverty and chastity. Main elements were permanence, obedience, discipline, and humility.

· 9.3.3  Cluniac Order [909]

· Reformers: Berno de Baume founded founded a monastery at Cluny in eastern France. The order called for reform in clerical life. They condemned simony and nepotism. Celibacy was compulsory. 

· 9.3.4  Cistercian Order [1098]

· New reformers: In late 11th-c, when the Cluniac order gradually declined, Robert of Molesme founded a new order at the Citeaux Abbey [1098]. The order was the successor to the Cluniac order, with similar emphasis. 

· 9.3.5  Franciscan Order [1209]

· Missionaries: Francis of Assisi founded the Franciscan Order [1209], taking the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. They went among the people to preach to them. The order sent out many missionaries. 

· 9.3.6  Dominican Order [1216]

· Intellectuals: Dominic Guzman founded the Dominican Order [1216]. Their main objective was preaching, teaching, and study. Their recruits received solid intellectual training in their task to refute heresy. 

· 9.3.7  Military orders

· Knights of Saint John: to defend pilgrims. Knights Templars: to defend the Holy Land from Muslims. 

9.4  Corruption & Renewal of the Papacy

· 9.4.1  Corruption

· Control of papacy: Because of the increase in power in the papacy, the election of the pope involved bribery, deceit, or even violence. Pope followed pope in rapid succession, some of them murdered. The selection of popes were controlled at different times by the emperor and Italian families [931–1032].

· 9.4.2  Pressing problems facing the church

· Problems: [1] Lay investiture: investiture (installation) of bishops and abbots by civil authorities. [2] Simony: buying and selling of ecclesiastical posts. [3] Nepotism: appointments of descendants and relatives to ecclesiastical posts. [4] Corrupt moral: clergies and abbots taking concubines and enjoying luxurious living.
· 9.4.3  Renewal

· Reforming popes: Leo IX [1049–1054] began reform by abolishing simony and promoting clerical celibacy. However, he was captured by the Norsemen and remained a prisoner until shortly before his death. The next four popes [1055–1073] continued the reforms started by Leo IX. 
· 9.4.4  Gregory VII [1073–1085]

· Confronting the emperor: Gregory VII continued the campaign against simony, clerical marriage, and lay investiture. He clashed with Emperor Henry IV [1056–1106] on the power to appoint ecclesiastical posts. Henry was in danger of losing his empire so he travelled to Canossa [1077] to beg Gregory’s forgiveness. Later, when Gregory supported a rebellion, Henry marched on Rome. Gregory had to flee and died in exile. 
· 9.4.5  Conflicts with the empire

· Continuous conflicts: The wrestle for power continued between the empire and the papacy. Pope Callixtus II negotiated with Emperor Henry V and agreed to Concordat of Worms [1122]. Prelates would be elected freely. The granting of all feudal rights, privileges, and possessions would be in the hand of civil authorities. 

· Councils: The Council of Lateran II [1139] made clerical celibacy compulsory. The Council of Lateran III decided that the college of cardinals could elect the pope. 
· 9.4.6  Innocent III [1198–1216]

· Most powerful pope: He became the most powerful pope in church history. He believed that he was the vicar of Christ, with supreme authority on earth. He exerted his power and influence in France, Germany, England, and many other European countries. He called the Council of Lateran IV which was completed controlled by the pope. All the important decisions on complicated issues were made within 3 days. 

· 9.4.7  Council of Lateran IV [1215]

· Doctrinal decisions: [1] The council promulgated the doctrine of transubstantiation. [2] It condemned lay reform movements. [3] It instituted episcopal inquisition against heresy.

· Decisions on practices: [1] It decreed that all the faithful must confess their sins at least once a year. [2] It ordered the clergy to abstain from various pastimes. [3] It prohibited any charging for the administration of sacraments. [4] It ordered that every cathedral have a school. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Obedience, discipline, and humility in monasticism are Biblical.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The church still survived even with so much papal corruption.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Corruption occurred when the church acted like a civil authority.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Private control of ecclesiastical offices must not be allowed.

	[5] follow past saints
	The lifestyle of Franciscans can encourage us to live a simple life.


{9} Crusades & schisms

ERA 4 << Medieval Church (2): Growth & Decline of Papacy (AD 1000–1500) >> SESSION 1

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 1, chapters 30-32

10.1  Crusades

· 10.1.1  Beginning of the Crusades

· Overview: Crusades were aimed at defeating the Muslims, saving the Byzantine Empire, reuniting Eastern and Western churches, and reconquering of the Holy Land. All objectives were achieved, but not permanently. 

· Beginning: Pope Urban II proclaimed that God wanted the crusades [1095]. He offered plenary indulgence to participants. Earthly advantages included exemption from debt and freedom from taxation. 

· 10.1.2  First Crusade [1096–1099]

· Success: The crusaders led by French nobles and the Byzantines joined to capture Nicea, Antioch, and finally Jerusalem [1099]. The knights Templars and Hospitallers were organized to help the pilgrims and to fight the Muslims. Almost 1 million people took part in the First Crusade.

· 10.1.3  Second to Ninth Crusades [1147–1272]

· With little success: The Third Crusade was led by Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, and Richard the Lionhearted of England. They got Saladin to agree to give pilgrims access to Jerusalem. The other crusades had little success, except the Sixth. The Fourth Crusade actually caused much damage to the Byzantine empire. The fall of Acre—the last remaining crusader stronghold [1291]—marked the end of crusades.

· 10.1.4  The Spanish Reconquest

· Final success: The ancient Visigoth kingdom of Spain was destroyed by the Muslims in 8th-c. Only northwest Spain remained under the Christians. The reconquest from Muslim control began in 10th-c. By 1248, the only Moorish state in Spain was Granada which finally fell to Ferdinand and Isabella [1492].

· 10.1.5  Consequences of the Crusade

· Negative results: There was an increase in enmity between Christians and Muslims, also between the Latin Christians and Byzantine Christians. The weakening of the Byzantine Empire caused its eventual fall [1453]. 

· Change in power: The crusades enhanced the power of the papacy as the popes were recognized as an international authority. But a rise of nationalism later eventually weakened the papacy. Feudalism was weakened because many nobles never returned, leading to the rise of monarchy. The growth of cities and trade were the result of the large movement of people. Trade led to the emergence of the middle class. 

· End to Muslim invasion of Europe: Many people harshly judged that nothing good came out of the crusades. However, it should be remembered that the crusades stopped any large-scale invasions of Muslims into Europe. Without them, most or even all of Europe might have been ruled by the Muslims today. 

10.2  East-West Schism

· 10.2.1  Eastern church vs Western church

· Political differences: Emperors were almost popes in the East; popes were almost emperors in the West.

· Intellectual differences: The Greek East was more interested in solving theological problems along philosophical lines. The Latin West was more inclined to consider practical matters of polity. 

· Practical differences: In the East, marriage of all parish clergy below the bishop was permitted; in the West, all clergy were not allowed to marry. The East used Greek; the West used Latin causing misunderstandings. 

· 10.2.2  Schism of Photius

· One word inserted: The Council of Toledo III [589] inserted one word filioque (“and the Son”) into the Nicene Creed, meaning that the Holy Spirit “proceeds from the Father and the Son”.

· Conflict: An ecclesiastical rebellion led to two patriarchs in Constantinople—Photius and Ignatius [858]. Pope Nicholas I supported Ignatius and excommunicated Photius [863]. Photius then declared that the entire West was heretical [864], because it had tampered with the Nicene Creed by including the word filioque. 

· 10.2.3  East-West Schism [1054]

· Final break: Pope Leo IX sent Cardinal Humbert to Constantinople to deal with the disagreement. Humbert, zealous reformer, exchanged insults with Patriarch Cerularis. Then Cardinal Humbert excommunicated Cerularis as a heretic. Cerularis responded by anathematize the pope. The schism was accomplished. 

· 10.2.4  Consequences of the Schism

· Stagnation of the East: Separation shut the Eastern church from many of the vitalizing influences that strengthened the Western church. Little change in ritual, polity, or theology has appeared in the Eastern church until the recent time. Consequently, it has had little influence on the world.

10.3  Decline of the Papacy

· 10.3.1  After Innocent III

· Continuing influence: After Innocent III, his successors remained in the light of his prestige. Between 1254 and 1273, Germany went through a period of disorder, and it was Pope Gregory X that restored order.

· 10.3.2  Boniface VIII [1294–1303]

· Claim of authority: His reign marked the high point of papal claims to temporal power. He claimed that temporal authority must be subject to the spiritual, and that there is no salvation outside the church.

· Humiliation: King Philip IV of France reaffirmed all the ancient privileges of the French clergy, independent of the pope. The pope was kidnapped and publicly humiliated; he died shortly after.

· 10.3.3  Babylonian Captivity [1309–1377]

· Pope in Avignon: The pro-French party in Rome won and elected a French as pope [1305]. Popes began to reside in Avignon, a papal city at the border of France. The French control of the papacy continued until 1377.
· Impact of this period: People in many countries saw the pope as a foreign power. The church was corrupted with simony, pluralism, absenteeism, and nepotism. All these contributed to a greater need for reforms.
10.4  Great Schism

· 10.4.1  Great Western schism [1378–1417]

· Two popes: The cardinals elected Urban VI, an Italian, as new pope. Later, the pro-French cardinals elected another pope, Clement VII. So there were two popes elected by the same cardinals. 
· Council of Pisa [1409–1410]: The council deposed both popes and elected a new pope, Alexander V.

· Council of Constance [1414–1418]: This council deposed all 3 popes and elected Martin V as new pope.
· Council of Basel/Ferrara-Florence [1431–1445]: Pope Eugene IV wanted to stop the conciliar movement which held the council as the supreme authority in the church. He was able to cause disagreement in the council, one group meeting at Basel, the other at Ferrara. Afterwards, the papacy reverted to papal despotism. 

· 10.4.2  Political events that weakened the papacy

· Monarchy & nationalism: The strong monarchies became competitors against the papacy for the loyalty of their subjects. Nationalism undermined the papal claims to universal authority. 

· Hundred Years’ War [1337–1453]: During the war between France and England (in which Joan of Arc was fighting for the French), the pope resided in Avignon so the English came to see the papacy as their enemy.

· Fall of Constantinople [1453]—The Byzantine emperors appealed for help from the West. The pope was unsuccessful in convincing Christian nations to help, and Constantinople fell under the Turks. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The crusades saved Christianity from Muslim conquests.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The church did not fall from numerous schisms.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Schisms were caused by political power struggles.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	The council representing the whole church is above the pope.

	[5] follow past saints
	Catherine of Siena and Joan of Arc stood out above corrupt popes.


{10} Scholasticism & Renaissance
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11.1  Scholasticism

· 11.1.1  Background

· Scholastic Method: Scholasticism was an attempt to rationalize theology in order to build up faith by reason. It sought to prove existing truth by rational processes rather than seeking new truth. The data of revelation were to be organized systematically by the use of Aristotelian deductive logic and philosophy.
· Emphasis on reason: From the early church, most Christian theologians were accustomed to a Platonic or Neoplatonic philosophy. After the discovery of Aristotle’s philosophy in Paris, the emphasis was the independence of reason and philosophy from any constraint imposed by faith and theology. 

· 11.1.2  Schools of scholasticism

· [1] Realism—universals exist before created things [dominant in early scholasticism]; [2] Moderate realism—universals exist in created things [dominant in high scholasticism]; [3] Nominalism—universals exist after created things [dominant in late scholasticism]

· 11.1.3  Early scholasticism [1000–1100]

· Anselm of Canterbury (1033–1109)—founder of scholasticism, Italian monk, archbishop of Canterbury

· On reason helping faith: He applied reason to questions of faith, such as the existence of God and the motive for the incarnation. It was not to prove things he did not believe without such proof, but to understand more deeply a truth already known by faith. “I believe in order that I may know.” 

· 11.1.4  High scholasticism [1100–1300]

· Peter Abelard (1079–1142)—French teacher in Paris, later condemned as a heretic

· On reason and truth: He emphasized the position of reason in the development of truth. “I know in order that I may believe.” “By doubting we come to enquire and by enquiring we reach truth.”

· On universals: Realists held that universals are more real than the individuals and exist independently of them. Nominalists, in contrast, held that universals have no reality of their own. Abelard took a middle position, seeing universals as mental concepts. He believed that reality existed first in the mind of God, then later in man’s mind. 

· Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274)—greatest theologian of the Middle Ages, Italian monk

· Summa Theologica (The Sum of Theology)—It was the greatest theological work in the Middle Ages. It is an imposing intellectual construction trying to synthesize faith and reason into a totality of truth. 

· On faith & reason: Some truths are within the reach of reason, and others are beyond it. Philosophy deals with the former. There are truths that reason cannot prove, but which are necessary for salvation. Like a two-storey house, philosophy provides the first storey on which theology can be made perfect by adding the second storey.

· 11.1.5  Late scholasticism [1300–1500]

· Characteristics: They searched for ever subtler questions to pose, and for fine distinctions with which to answer them. They developed a style and vocabulary that were far beyond the reach of the uninitiated. There was an increasing rift between philosophy (known through reason) and theology (known through revelation.

· William of Ockham (1288–1349)—English Franciscan

· On faith & reason: All true knowledge is acquired through the senses. Theological dogmas were not rationally demonstrable, and that they must be accepted on the authority of the Bible. This view separated faith and reason.

· On universals: Universals are only names for mental concepts that men develop in their minds. Only the individual is real. Universals have no reality or existence outside of the mind of the person thinking them. 

· Occam’s Razor or Law of Economy: It is the law of simplicity—“the simplest explanation is the best” or “it is futile to multiply hypotheses when a few will suffice.”

· 11.1.6  Results of scholasticism

· Papal power: Aquinas’s emphasis on the sacraments as channels of grace strengthened papal power.

· Secular vs sacred: Aquinas’s view that reason precedes revelation as a means of knowledge but is completed by revelation led to a danger that people might separate truth into two spheres, the secular and the sacred. 

· Academic advances: Nominalism led to the use of the experimental method as the main avenue to truth. Scholasticism furnished an authoritative integrated synthesis that harmonized philosophy and religion.

· Reaction: Late scholasticism provoked the reaction of many who deplored the contrast between the complexity of academic theology and the simplicity of the gospel, such as Thomas à Kempis.

· 11.1.7  Growth of universities

· Reasons for the rise: [1] monastery schools, [2] scholasticism, [3] arguments between France and England.

11.2  Renaissance

· 11.2.1  Revival of classical learning

· Definition of Renaissance: Renaissance points to a revival of the classical Greco-Roman culture, with the emphasis on literature, arts (painting, sculpture, and architecture), and on man. 

· 11.2.2  Architecture

· Gothic architecture: Critics thought it was barbaric, worthy only of the Goths. Yet the design of Gothic churches was entirely done to obtain an effect that draws the congregation to fully worship God.

· 11.2.3  Popes of the Renaissance

· Corruption: Most of the popes in the Renaissance were corrupt. Many had illegitimate children. Some chased after sensual pleasure. Some used wars to increase their power. Some bought the papacy. Leo X [1513–1521] wanted to complete the great basilica of St Peter in Rome so he initiated the sale of indulgences.

11.3  Pre-Reformation Movements

· 11.3.1  Lay reforming movements

· Many movements: There were many movements seeking reforms, including Albigensians, Waldensians, Joachimites, and Böhm rebellion. But the church opted to suppress them, sometimes brutally.
· 11.3.2  John Wycliffe (1320–1384)—English theologian, Morning star of Reformation

· Bible as authority: Wycliffe taught that the true church of Christ is not the pope and his hierarchy, but rather the invisible body of all believers. He upheld the sole authority of the Bible. He was forced to retire [1380].

· 11.3.3  John Huss (1369–1415)—Czech preacher

· Disobedience: Huss taught that an unworthy pope can be disobeyed and the Bible is the final authority. He was promised safe-conduct by the emperor before the Council of Constance but was burnt as a heretic [1415].
· 11.3.4  Girolamo Savonarola (1452–1498)—Italian monk in Florence

· Against luxury: Savonarola preached against the love of luxury and the evil life of the pope. The pope censured him; people rose against him and he was killed as a heretic [1498].

· 11.3.5  Mysticism

· Contact with God: The mystic desired direct contact with God by contemplation, leading to the experience of being in union with God and a feeling of ecstasy. 
· John of Ruysbroeck (1293–1381): He stressed a life of disciplined devotion centred on the contemplation of the life of Christ, and on its imitation. The objective was to lead to inner peace. It leads to modern devotion.

· Thomas à Kempis (1380–1471): His book Imitation of Christ [1418] teaches a positive love for Christ and service for Him in practical ways, applying the methods of self-examination and humility; self-denial and discipline; acceptance of one’s lot, and trust in and love for God. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Universities were established to train Christian workers.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The extreme corruption of the papacy did not destroy the church. 

	[3] avoid past errors
	Scholasticism lost its influence when it got too academic.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Christianity is compatible with human reasoning. 

	[5] follow past saints
	John Wycliffe and John Huss were precursors of the Reformation.


{11} Reformation & Luther

ERA 5 << Modern Church (1): Reformation & Struggles (AD 1500–1700) >> SESSION 1

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 2, chapters 1-4,9

12.1  Definition of Reformation

· 12.1.1  Name

· Reformation: It was the religious movement that led to massive reform and restructure of the universal church. It was an attempt to return to the purity of early Christianity. It led to new Protestant churches.

· 12.1.2  Interpretations

· For Protestants, it is a return to the original Christianity. For Roman Catholics, it is a heretical schism.

12.2  Underlying Factors

· 12.2.1  Ecclesiastical: corruption & demand for renewal

· Problems in the papacy: There was widespread moral corruption in the church: corruption, immorality, luxury, and neglect of the laity. A church council [1229] forbade the laity to possess the Scripture. 
· Abuse of indulgences: The clear abuse of the indulgence system was the direct cause of Reformation.

· 12.2.2  Socio-economic: worsening economy

· Cause: The deterioration of the economic conditions was partly due to increasing exploitation by aristocracy, monasteries, and church officials. The rising middle class challenged the old establishment.

· 12.2.3  Political: end of the feudal system

· Monarchy: The rising powerful monarchies in different countries opposed a universal religious ruler.

· Nationalism: The rise of nation-states and nationalism led to the increasing resistance to foreign domination.

· 12.2.4  Philosophical or intellectual: changing worldview

· Changing worldview: Discoveries of new worlds led to a new worldview. Advances in medicine, mathematics, and physics led to a new way of looking at nature. Freedom of thought was promoted.

· Individualism: The Protestant taught direct relationship with God, without a human mediator.

· Back to the Bible: The reformers encouraged the study of the Bible in the original languages.

· Printing: The use of the printing press allowed rapid distribution of books.

12.3  Rise of Martin Luther

· 12.3.1  Luther’s life (1483–1546)

· Historic step: His study of the Romans led to the doctrine of “justification by faith. He posted the Ninety-Five Theses [1517] at the University of Wittenburg, attacking the sale of indulgences. 

· 12.3.2  Reaction to the Ninety-Five Theses:

· Popular support: The document received wide support in Germany. Luther received protection by the Frederick the Wise, Elector of Saxony. Luther was excommunicated by the pope [1520]. 

· 12.3.3  Luther’s 3 pamphlets [1520]

· Attacking RCC—Luther wrote the pamphlets attacking: [1] the German nobility (for helping the RCC), [2] the sacramental system, and [3] RCC theology (good works do not lead to salvation).

· 12.3.4  Diet of Worms [1521]

· Result: Luther was ordered to face the accusation by the ecclesiastical and civil authorities. The Diet condemned Luther’s writings but Luther was hidden by his friends in the castle of Wartburg.

12.4  Luther’s Theology

· 12.4.1  Word of God

· Christ as the Word: It is more than the written word in the Bible. It is none other than God the Son. Any who read the Bible and somehow do not find Jesus in it, have not encountered the Word of God.

· 12.4.2  Knowledge of God

· Through revelation: God reveals Himself to us in the cross of Christ.

· 12.4.3  Law & gospel

· God’s manifestation: God’s revelation is both a word of judgment (law) and a word of grace (gospel).

· 12.4.4  Predestination

· No human free-will: Luther affirmed the Augustinian belief in man’s total dependence upon God’s grace and predestination. He appeared to say that man has no free-will in anything.

· 12.4.5  Justification & sanctification

· On justification: When the sinner turns to God in faith, God gives him His Holy Spirit and he is then justified and made righteous. Sanctification is a process that naturally came with justification.

· 12.4.6  Church & sacraments

· Universal priesthood of believers: All Christians are priests and can approach God without official priests. There are only 2 sacraments: baptism and communion. Luther opposed the doctrine of transubstantiation. 

· 12.4.7  Two kingdoms

· On the state: God has established two kingdoms: one under the law, and the other under the gospel. Christians should not expect the state to support orthodoxy by persecuting heretics.

12.5  Reformation in Germany

· 12.5.1  Continuation of Reformation

· Support: While Luther was in hiding, Karlstadt and Melanchthon continued the work of Reformation.

· Changing practices: Some monks and nuns married. The worship was simplified, using German instead of Latin. In communion, both the bread and the cup were given to laity.

· Emperor delayed: Charles V wanted to stamp out the “heretical” Luther but was delayed because of: support of Luther by German people, and challenges by Pope Clement VII, Emperor Francis I, Turkish invasion.

· 12.5.2  Political conflicts

· Augsburg Confession [1531]: It was written by Melanchthon on the doctrines of Lutheranism. It was deliberately moderate in its tone and language. The papacy was NOT condemned. 

· Rival leagues: Protestant League of Schmalkald against Catholic League of Nuremberg [1539].

· Peace of Nuremberg [1532]—Threatened by Emperor Francis and the Turks, Charles V agreed to this agreement allowing Protestants to remain in their faith but they could not extend to other territories.

· Peace of Passau [1552]—This agreement was signed because Protestants in Germany had increased too much so the emperor wanted to maintain the status quo. It allowed freedom of religion, but only for Lutherans.

· 12.5.3  Peasant rebellion [1524]

· Result: The rebellion was caused by worsening economic conditions. Luther called on the princes to suppress the rebellion, and 100,000 peasants were killed. Many peasants believed that Luther betrayed them.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Reformation churches all believe the Bible as Word of God.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The complex politics allowed the Reformation to succeed.

	[3] avoid past errors
	A leader’s error, such as Luther’s position against the peasant rebellion, could have long-lasting regrettable results.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Using available resources wisely can help reaching difficult goals, e.g. Luther’s use of printing and German national sentiments.

	[5] follow past saints
	Luther was a model for Christian courage in the face of powers. 


{12} Zwingli, Calvin & the Anabaptists
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13.1  Zwingli in Switzerland

· 13.1.1  Zwingli’s entry into Reformation

· Life: In Switzerland, Ulrich Zwingli (1484–1531) reached the same conclusion on the gospel independently from Luther. He became a priest in Zurich [1518] and attacked the abuses of the papacy. He prepared the Sixty-Seven Articles [1523] summarizing his doctrines, condemning unscriptural practices in the RCC. He received support from the Zurich City Council and established reforms. 

· Reformed Church founded: The Zwinglian forces (German-speaking) merged with the Calvinistic forces (French-speaking) to form the Reformed churches of Switzerland [1549].

· 13.1.2  Zwingli’s theology

· On the Bible: Zwingli insisted on the Bible as the final authority. We can understand the Bible without any human instruction because the Holy Spirit illuminates us and enables us to see God’s word in its own light.
· On reason: Zwingli felt that no doctrine should be contrary to reason. 

· On baptism: He defended infant baptism, because it is the sign of the covenant for the whole family. 

· On communion: The bread and wine are only signs or symbols of spiritual reality, symbolizing Christ’s body and blood. The communion is a thanksgiving memorial.
· Marburg Colloquy: Luther and Zwingli met at Marburg [1529] to settle the difference. There was agreement on 14 out of 15 propositions but they could not agree on how Christ is present at the holy communion.
· 13.1.3  Martin Bucer (1491–1551)—Father of Calvinism

· Life: Bucer was a Dominican friar. He heard Luther and became an instant convert. He became the leader in Strasbourg which became the major centre of the Reformation. Later, he taught at Cambridge.

· Influence: At Cambridge, he influenced the English Reformation through Thomas Cranmer. His position on the communion influenced Calvin. He introduced small groups for spiritual edification.

13.2  John Calvin

· 13.2.1  Calvin’s Life (1509–1564)

· Life: Calvin studied theology in Paris and was familiar with the doctrines of the reformers. In his studies of the Bible [1532], he agreed with Protestantism. Because of persecution, he moved to Switzerland. He became the leader of Reformation in Geneva [1536]. Calvin was influential in the government of the city. The church even supervised the theology and morals of the community. Protestant flocked to Geneva from all of Europe. 

· Institutes: He started to write a summary of Christian faith from a Protestant viewpoint into a cohesive whole, called it the Institutes of the Christian Religion [1536]. It was revised many times in his life, the last edition in 1559. It has influenced all subsequent studies of systematic theology. 

· 13.2.2  Calvin’s theology

· On Scripture: Calvin stressed the authority of the Bible and the source of all doctrines as the author is God. 

· On predestination & election: Calvin followed Augustine in emphasizing the sovereignty of God. He believed that God has predestined some to salvation and others to destruction (double predestination).

· On sanctification: While Luther’s theology was overwhelmed by the doctrine of justification, Calvin’s theology finds a balance between the doctrines of justification and sanctification.

· On communion: Calvin took the intermediate position between Luther and Zwingli. He affirmed that the presence of Christ in communion is real, although spiritual so it is not merely symbolic.
· 13.2.3  Calvin’s influence

· Heidelberg Catechism [1563]: This is the official creed of the German Reformed churches. 

· Extension of Calvinism: Calvinist churches were established in the Netherlands, Scotland, Hungary, France. 

13.3  Anabaptists

· 13.3.1  Distinctives of Anabaptist beliefs

· Magisterial Reformers: Luther and Zwingli were magisterial Reformers. Their aim was not to found a new church but to reform the old state church. 

· Radical Reformers: They desired a more thorough reform and rejected the idea of a state church. 

· Different types: The Anabaptists had 3 variations: [1] Biblical Anabaptists, who depended totally on the authority of the Bible and emphasized no influence of the government on the church and vice versa, represented by the Mennonites in Holland, and the Amish Brethren in Pennsylvania; and later the General Baptists in England; [2] Communal Anabaptists, who favoured the separation of Christians from the world and lived in distinct communities, represented by the Hutterites; [3] Eschatological of Revolutionary Anabaptists, who believed that the godly should establish the kingdom of God by force, represented by the Munster rebels.

· Beliefs of Anabaptists: The name means “rebaptizers”. Their doctrines were similar to other Reformers. They held that Scripture alone is the supreme and final norm for all doctrine. Their distinct beliefs were: 

· [1] No state church: There must be a marked contrast between the church and the society. Christian faith should be free and voluntary, not to be coerced. 

· [2] No infant baptism: They held that Christian belief is a personal decision. 

· [3] Pacifism: Christians must be pacifists based on the literal reading of the Sermon on the Mount. 

· [4] Congregational government: They support a congregational church government—independence of each congregation.

· 13.3.2  Beginning of the movement

· Beginning: A group in Zurich called themselves the “brethren”. When Zwingli would not agree with their doctrines, they mutually baptized each other [1525] (not by immersion, though later it became the standard mode). They were led by George Blaurock (1491–1529) and Conrad Grebel (1498–1526). 

· Persecution: They believed in the separation of church and state, absolute pacifism; they opposed oath-taking, military service, and religious coercion. They were regarded as a threat to the established social order and were severely persecuted in most of Europe. Emperor Charles V ordered in an edict to kill them [1528]. 

· Schleitheim Confession [1527]—Anabaptist leaders met to produce a statement on their beliefs. 

· 13.3.3  Revolutionary Anabaptists

· Radicalization: With persecutions, some Anabaptist turned to radical beliefs. They supported violent revolution.

· Münster Rebellion: The Anabaptists took over the city of Münster [1535] but it eventually fell.

· 13.3.4  Later Anabaptists

· Mennonites: Menno Simons (1496–1561), a Dutch Catholic priest, became an Anabaptist [1536]. His followers were called Mennonites. Some of them live in close-knit communities (colonies) even today.

· Hutterites: Another group was the communal Anabaptists, led by Jakob Hutter (1500–1536) in Germany. 

· Migration: Persecutions forced them to scatter in Europe and migrated to other parts of the world.

· Legacy: Various beliefs of Anabaptists survived in the Baptists, Congregationalists, and Quakers.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Strong theology established strong foundation for the church.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	God raised up reformers like Zwingli, Calvin, Bucer, Farel who were both strong leaders and strong theologians.

	[3] avoid past errors
	The lack of cooperation between Luther and Zwingli on the question of real presence in communion was a mistake.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	There are different views on the communion and on predestination, and they should not be a cause for disunity.

	[5] follow past saints
	Leaders with strong teaching skills such as Zwingli, Calvin, Bucer, Simons produced great impact on the Reformation.


{13} Extension of Protestantism
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Reference: Gonzalez, volume 2, chapters 8,10-11

14.1  Anglican Church

· 14.1.1  Background

· Dispute: Henry VIII [1509–1547] married Princess Catherine of Spain, who was his dead brother’s widow. Catherine gave birth to Mary Tudor. Henry wanted to have a legitimate male heir so he asked for an annulment of his marriage from the pope. But Catherine was the aunt of Emperor Charles V so the pope was undecided. 

· 14.1.2  Creation of the Anglican Church

· William Tyndale (1494–1536)—He translated the Bible from the original languages. He was martyred near Brussels [1536]. Most of the English Bibles before 1970 were Tyndale’s words.

· Thomas Cranmer (1489–1556)—He was appointed archbishop of Canterbury [1532]. He supported Wycliffe’s idea of the creation of a national church, under the direction of civil authorities. 

· Act of Supremacy [1534]—The Parliament passed this act to limit the authority of the RCC in England. The Anglican Church under the king of England was formed. However, there were still struggles between Catholics and Protestants.

· 14.1.3  Advance & retreat

· Edward VI [1547–1553]—He was sickly and reigned 6 years. The first 3 years was under the regency of Duke of Somerset, and Reformation in England advanced. The cup in the communion was given to the laity. The Book of Common Prayer [1549], mainly written by Cranmer, was published. 

· Queen Mary [1553–1558]—She was Mary Tudor, the daughter of Henry’s first wife. She tried to restore Roman Catholicism in England. She openly persecuted Protestant, killing 300 leaders; countless others were imprisoned and exiled. She was thus known as the “bloody Mary”.

· Queen Elizabeth I [1558–1603]—During her reign, Anglicans returned from the continent, bringing Zwinglian and Calvinist ideas. Elizabeth was Protestant but not an extremist. Her ideal was a church with common worship, but also one allowing great latitude for varying opinions.

· Thirty-Nine Articles [1562]—It was doctrinal foundation for the Anglican Church. It was Calvinistic in tone, but the retention of bishops, liturgy, and other forms of Catholic ceremony was in line with Lutheran policy. 

· Conflict with the pope: The pope excommunicated Elizabeth [1570], and Elizabeth executed 125 Jesuits who planned to recapture England for the papacy. Philip gathered a great fleet known as the Spanish Armada and sailed to England [1588]. It was defeated by a smaller English fleet.

· High & low church: The high church emphasizes the ritualistic aspects similar to the Roman Catholic Mass. The low church emphasizes the Protestant nature of Anglicanism, as represented by the evangelical churches.

14.2  Reformation in Scotland

· 14.2.1  Political changes

· Reformation: The ideas of Wycliffe and Huss had found followers in Scotland. Mary Stuart, the heir to the throne, was sent to France for her education [1542]. Mary’s mother became the regent in Scotland. A group of Protestants controlled the castle of St. Andrew and repelled the government.

· 14.2.2  John Knox & the Reformed Church

· Scottish Church: John Knox (1510–1572) was the preacher of the Protestants at St. Andrew’s. He went to study in Geneva with Calvin. The Protestant Scottish lords united in a covenant. John Knox returned and helped form the Reformed Church of Scotland [1560]. The Scottish Parliament approved the church.

· Mary Stuart: Mary Stuart returned to Scotland and claimed the throne. At first, she followed the advice of her half-brother Earl of Moray (1531–1570), a Protestant leader. However, she asked the Spain army to uproot Protestantism in Scotland and wanted to pursue the throne of England. The lords rebelled; she was defeated and escaped to London. Mary Stuart Mary was received generously by Elizabeth I. However, Mary took part in conspiracies to request Spanish troops to invade England and she was executed [1587]. Moray became the regent of Scotland and the Reformed Church won over Scotland.

· Union: England and Scotland formally became one kingdom with one Parliament [1707].

14.3  Lutheranism in Scandinavia

· 14.3.1  A different route to Reformation

· Support of the monarchs: In Germany, the nobility asserted its power against the monarchy in the struggle for religious freedom. In Scandinavia, it was the monarchs who took up the cause of Reformation.

· Revolution: Denmark, Sweden, and Norway were a united country and ruled by the Danish king. He murdered the aristocrats and Protestants in Sweden [1520]. A young Swede Gustavus Vasa (1496–1560) led the rebellion and won the war. Sweden became independent and Lutheranism became the state religion [1527].

· Converted to Protestantism: The kings of Denmark [1536] and Norway [1539] became Lutheran. All Scandinavia (including Finland [1530] and Iceland [1554]) took Lutheranism as their national religion.

14.4  Struggles in the Low Countries

· 14.4.1  Reformation through bloodbaths

· Background: At the Reformation, the low countries were ruled by Emperor Charles V. Many in the low countries became Protestants. Charles V issued numerous edicts against Protestants and thousands died.

· Suppression: Philip II, son of Charles V, became king of the region [1555]. He sent the Spanish army which conquered many cities and laid massacre, killing indiscriminately, even women and children. William “the Silent” led the Dutch and stopped the Spanish.

· End: The Pacification of Ghent [1576] religious freedom. The northern provinces were Calvinist and became the Dutch Reformed Church. The southern French-speaking provinces remained Catholic. They were later divided into: the Netherlands, Belgium [1830], Luxembourg [1839].

14.5  Reformation in France

· 14.5.1  Early Reformation

· Persecution: Protestantism gained many adherents in France, particularly among the learned and the nobility. They were mostly Calvinists and were called Huguenots. Many French kings persecuted the Huguenots until 1562. Many Protestants (including Calvin) exiled to other countries, such as Holland and Switzerland. 

· 14.5.2  St. Bartholomew’s Day’s Massascre [1572]

· Massacre: The Edict of St. Germain [1562] granted Huguenots limited freedom of religion. But massacre of Huguenots started on St. Bartholomew’s Day [August 24, 1572] in Paris. The massacre spread to the whole country. In several months, 100,000 died. Pope Gregory XIII ordered a celebration for the massacre.

· 14.5.3  Edict of Nantes [1598]

· Compromise: The Huguenots gathered in strongholds of La Rochelle and Montauban and rebelled against the king. The war continued. Henry IV (who changed religion 4 times but was probably a Protestant at heart) became king and granted Huguenots freedom of worship, and some fortified towns. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Our English Bible is a heritage from Tyndale who made the ultimate sacrifice for his work, being murdered as a martyr.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	God raised up many able generals to ensure the success of the Reformation, including Vasa, William the Silent and his son.

	[3] avoid past errors
	The massacres in France and Holland were results of over-confidence and excessive trust of the governments by Christians.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Reformation came to those countries where the Bible was read and obeyed by the people. Today’s revival will be the same.

	[5] follow past saints
	The scholarly Cranmer and Knox led the Reformation in Britain.


{14} Catholic Counter Reformation
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15.1  Spanish Inquisition

· 15.1.1  Queen Isabella’s reformation in Spain

· Reforms: When Isabella became queen in Spain [1474], she planned to reform the church so she obtained from the pope the right to fill high ecclesiastical posts. Francisco Jimenez was appointed as archbishop. Isabella and Jimenez reformed the monasteries. 

· 15.1.2  Activities of the Inquisition

· Inquisition: In 1478, the Inquisition was placed by the pope under the authority of Ferdinand and Isabella. The objective was to purge the church of heretics. Coercive penalties included confiscation of goods and property, imprisonment, public scourging, the galleys, exile, and death.

· Unjust practices: The Inquisition operated on many unjust rules and torture. It became the instrument to persecute Jew, Moors, and Protestants. The Spanish Inquisition was not abolished until 1834. In the 350 years of the Inquisition [1478–1834], the number of executions was estimated to be 15,000 to 150,000.

15.2  Catholic Reforms

· 15.2.1  Suppression of Protestantism with theological arguments

· Robert Bellarmine (1542–1621)—He was the systematizer of Catholic theology against Protestants. He helped in the accusation against Galileo (1564–1642), who taught the theory of the Earth rotating around the sun. The Inquisition declared [1616] that it is the Earth, not the sun, that is at the centre of the universe and that the sun moves around the Earth. Galileo’s theory was condemned as heretical. 

· 15.2.2  New monastic orders

· Discalced (“Barefoot”) Carmelites [1562]—It was founded by Teresa of Avila (1515–1582). She spent much time in mystical contemplation leading to visions or to ecstasy. Her book Interior Castle [1577] was a classic exposition of the stages of mystical prayer until reaching God Himself.

· Society of Jesus or Jesuits [1540]—Ignatius Loyola (1491–1556) gathered a group of well-educated monks at Montserrat (near Barcelona), aiming at winning back believers from Protestantism. They swore vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience to the pope. In addition, they operated like a military. But the ethical relativism of the Jesuits made them justify any means to accomplish their ends. 
· 15.2.3  Papal reforms

· Paul III [1534–1549]—He was tainted with nepotism—his son was made duke and his grandsons made cardinals. He appointed a commission of 9 reform-minded leaders to report the abuses in the church. 

· Paul IV [1555–1559]—He increased the activity of the Inquisition to the point of terror, published the Index of Forbidden Books [1559], cleansed the Roman curia and eliminated nepotism. 

· 15.2.4  Missionary efforts

· Catholic missionary century: The 16th-c was the great century of Roman Catholic missions, gaining Central and South America, Quebec, Indonesia, and the Philippines. 

· 15.2.5  Reconciliation effort

· Colloquies: Protestant and Catholic theologians sought to reach an understanding in a series of colloquies. They did not wish to see the division of the Western church.

· Regensburg [1541]—the last colloquy. While agreement was reached over justification by faith, there was no room for compromise in the questions of transubstantiation and papal authority.

· Impact: This failure opened the door to the Roman hardliners who dominated the council of Trent.

15.3  Council of Trent [1545–1563]

· 15.3.1  The meeting

· Papal control: The RCC needed to deal with the challenge of Protestantism. A council met in Trent in northern Italy. In most of the 25 meetings, there were fewer than 75 bishops so the council is not representative of all churches. The council was under tight papal control.

· Objectives: The objectives were: [1] to define Roman Catholic doctrine in opposition to Protestantism, and [2] to introduce disciplinary reforms within the RCC.

· Issues: There were definitions over a many areas—Scripture and tradition, original sin, justification, the sacraments, purgatory, relics and images, indulgences. The council produced more than the previous 18 general councils put together. The decisions dominated the RCC until the Council of Vatican II [1962–1965].

· 15.3.2  Measures of reform

· Internal reforms: The council made numerous reforms, including: [1] bishops were to reside in their sees; [2] pluralism (holding of several ecclesiastic offices by one person) was condemned; [3] relics and indulgences were regulated; [4] seminars were founded to train priests; [5] the study of Thomas Aquinas was promoted.

· 15.3.3  Reaction against Protestantism

· On the Vulgate: The Latin translation of the Bible, the Vulgate, was declared to be authoritative in matters of dogma; in opposition to the Protestant emphasis of the authority of the Bible in its original languages.

· On tradition: Tradition has authority parallel to the Bible; in opposition to the Protestant emphasis of sole authority of the Bible (sola scriptura).

· On sacraments: There are 7 sacraments; in opposition to the Protestant acceptance of only 2 sacraments.

· On transubstantiation: The dogma of transubstantiation was reaffirmed; in opposition to the Protestant opposition to transubstantiation and the Protestant insistence for both cup and bread given to the laity.

· On justification: Justification is based on faith and subsequent good works done; in opposition to the Protestant teaching of justification by faith alone (sola fide).

15.4  Reformation in Retrospect

· 15.4.1  Impact of the Reformation

· End of papal control: The Reformation [1517–1545] ended papal control of the universal church. 

· End of widespread corruption: The widespread corruption of the medieval Roman Church disappeared.

· Unity of Protestants: The Protestants agreed on salvation by faith alone, the sole authority of the Bible as an infallible rule of faith and practice, and the priesthood of all believers.

· End of reconciliation: After the Council of Trent, reconciliation with Protestantism was impossible.

· Accessibility to the Bible: By emphasizing the Bible as the final authority and the right of private interpretation, the Reformation encouraged the translation of the Bible into the vernacular. 

· Individualism & democracy: Protestantism led to religious individualism and the rise of democracy.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The Reformation marked the beginning of the modern era. Religion was the main force and component of human history.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Though bringing many struggles, the Reformation also brought many benefits to the church, the society, and western culture.

	[3] avoid past errors
	The many unbiblical decisions of the Council of Trent were reaction to challenges. Decisions made in such situations must be careful.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	The elements in Protestantism condemned by Trend are precisely the elements that Protestant should defend, based on the Bible.

	[5] follow past saints
	Some monastic leaders, though part of the RCC, wrote inspired writings that can teach all Christians.


{15} Religious wars & Puritan revolution
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16.1  Thirty Years’ War in Germany [1618–1648]

· 16.1.1  Background of this period

· Rationalism: As a result of new scientific discoveries, rationalism dominated the field of philosophy. It was an attempt to construct a natural religion based on human reasoning. It led to doubts about Christian dogmas.

· Academic theology: On the other hand, theologians zealously defended the teachings of the past. Their style became increasingly rigid, cold, and academic. Dogma was often substituted for faith, and orthodoxy for love.

· Spiritualist reaction: Some spiritualists sought an alternative by emphasizing the spiritual dimension of the gospel, sometimes ignoring or even denying its relation to physical and political realities. Others—Pietists in Germany and Methodists in England—sought to cultivate a more intense and personal faith and piety.

· Struggles: There were two fronts in the struggles: [1] political wars in Germany, France, and England, [2] religious battles for orthodoxies within Roman Catholicism, Lutheranism, and Calvinism.

· 16.1.2  Events leading to the war

· Underlying factor: Protestant rulers organized the Evangelical Union [1608]. The Catholic rulers also organized the Catholic League [1609]. 

· Phase 1 [Bohemian revolt, 1618–1622]—Protestants in Bohemia rebelled against their Catholic king. The Catholic League invaded Bohemia and started persecution. (80% of the population of Bohemia died.)

· 16.1.3  The war

· Phase 2 [Danish intervention, 1625–1629]—Denmark invaded Germany to help the Protestants. After 4 years of fighting, the Danish retreated. In Germany, thousands were forced to convert to Catholicism.

· Phase 3 [Swedish intervention, 1630–1635]—Gustavus Adolphus, the king of Sweden, invaded Germany and won repeated victories [1630]. He did not force the conversion of Catholics. 

· Phase 4 [French intervention, 1636–1648]—The Catholic League was defeated but Adolphus was killed [1632]. The Spanish sent an army to support the Catholics but defeated by the Swedes and the French.

· Peace of Westphalia: The agreement [1648] allowed religious freedom, as long as they were Catholics, Lutherans, or Reformed. Germany was devastated, half of the German population died in the war. 

16.2  Huguenots in France

· 16.2.1  Christians of the desert

· Louis XIII [1610–1643]—After the assassination of Henry IV [1610], Louis XIII became king. His mother Marie de Medici was the temporary regent. She was surrounded by staunch Catholic Italian advisors.

· Cardinal Armand de Richelieu (1585–1642)—He became the king’s trusted advisor and was in effect the ruler [1624]. He sent the French army to conquer all fortified cities of Huguenots, followed by extermination [1627]. Later, he granted an edict of toleration for the Huguenots.

· Louis XIV [1643-1715]—He decided to stamp out Protestantism and forced conversion to Catholicism. He issued the Edict of Fontainebleau [1685] abolishing the Edict of Nantes, making it illegal to be Protestant. 400,000 Huguenots emigrated causing economic disruption which later caused the French Revolution. 

· Louis XVI [1774–1792]—Prosecution continued until Louis XVI decreed religious tolerance [1787], just before the French Revolution started in 1789.

16.3  Puritan Revolution in England [1640–1658]

· 16.3.1  Puritan beliefs

· Definition: Puritans were Anglicans with Calvinist ideas. They wanted to “purify” the church and to restore the pure practices and doctrines of the New Testament. They were against formalism in worship and practice. 

· Characteristics: They insisted on a sober life with little luxury. They condemned extreme fashions in dress, laxity in keeping Sunday, and the lack of consciousness of sin. In doctrine, they followed Calvin, Zwingli, or the Anabaptists. Cambridge University became the centre of their influence.

· 16.3.2  Types of Puritans
· [1] Episcopal: later became low church Anglicans; [2] Presbyterians: later formed the English Presbyterian Church [1572]; [3] Independents: later formed the Particular Baptists and English Congregationalism [1633]; [4] Separatists: wanted separation of church and state; a group migrated to America on the Mayflower [1620]. Another group organized the English Baptist Church [1612]. They were called General Baptists.

· 16.3.3  Background leading to revolution

· James I [1603–1625]—Elizabeth I was succeeded by the son of Mary Stuart [1603]. He was already King of Scotland and was later successful in uniting the two kingdoms. He published the King James Version [1611]. There were conflicts between James I and the Puritans. He called the Parliament twice in order to impose new taxes [1614, 1621] but was not successful. So he dissolved the Parliament.

· Gunpowder Plot [1605]—It was a plan by some Catholics to blow up the Parliament and to kill the king. The plan was discovered and it led to the imprisonment of thousands of Catholics.

· Charles I [1625–1649]—He gave concessions to English Catholics. He called and dissolved the Parliament 3 times. Because of his inability to raise taxes, he joined with the aristocracy to oppress the people. 

· Short Parliament: William Laud, the archbishop of Canterbury [1633–1645] persecuted the Puritans. The Church of Scotland rebelled. Charles called the Parliament to raise funds to fight the rebellion [1640]. He dissolved the “Short Parliament” in 3 weeks but was forced to called the Parliament 6 months later.

· 16.3.4  The Long Parliament & the Civil War

· Long Parliament: The new parliament refused to be dissolved by the king and ruled England until 1660. They then discovered that the king was negotiating with the invaders to take the power back. The king planned to arrest the leaders of the Parliament but they recruited a militia to fight [1642].

· Revolution: Oliver Cromwell (1599–1658), a Puritan general crushed the king’s army. Charles I was convicted of high treason and beheaded [1649]. England became a republic with no king [1649–1653].

· Westminster Confession [1644]—The Puritans met and wrote the Westminster Confession, and became the greatest doctrinal statement of the Reformed Church. It is based on the teaching of Calvin.
· 16.3.5  Protectorate & restoration

· Protectorate [1653–1658]—After a period of internal struggles, Oliver Cromwell took power and became “Lord Protector” and was the real ruler. He allowed religious freedom from all groups of Protestants.

· Restoration [1660]—Cromwell died [1658] and the Parliament recalled Charles II [1660–1685] to his father’s throne. The new parliament restored the episcopacy and persecuted the Puritans, causing thousands of deaths.

· James II [1685–1688]—Charles II confessed on his deathbed that he was a Catholic [1685]. His brother James II became king and continued to try to restore Roman Catholicism. The English rebelled [1689], and invited William, Prince of Orange and his wife Mary, James II’s daughter, to occupy the throne. They were fairly tolerant and religious freedom was finally granted to non-Anglicans in the Act of Toleration [1689]. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The Puritans and the Westminster Confession are great traditions for today’s evangelical Christians. 

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Persecutions forced the Puritans to establish a true Christian nation in North America, and it became an instrument of God today.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Religious wars like the Thirty Years’ War killed vast number of people. They should never be fought.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	There are 3 systems of church government: episcopal, presbyterian, congregation. None is divinely ordained.

	[5] follow past saints
	Milton and Bunyan used their literary gifts for the glory of God.


{16} Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed orthodoxies

ERA 5 << Modern Church (1): Reformation & Struggles (AD 1500–1700) >> SESSION 6

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 2, chapters 18-20

17.1  Catholic Orthodoxy

· 17.1.1  Codification of dogmatic systems

· Emphasis in doctrines: After the Reformation, the 3 major confessions were preoccupied with a precise definition of their beliefs.

· 17.1.2  Gallicanism

· Conflict: Gallicanism was the belief that popular civil authority could exert control over the Catholic Church. It was manifested in power struggles between monarchs and popes through many centuries. In Vienna, emperor Joseph II took over the education of the clergy and founded new churches. Jesuits tried to help the pope by force, and they were expelled from many countries in Europe.

· 17.1.3  Jansenism

· Augustinianism: It was the Augustinian doctrine adopted by Dutch theologian Cornelius Jansen (1585–1638). They (including Blaise Pascal) emphasized original sin, human depravity, the necessity of divine grace, and predestination. These were too close to Calvinism. The pope condemned Jansenism [1713], and Louis XIV persecuted the Jansenists and they gradually disappeared.

· 17.1.4  Quietism

· Emphasis: Quietism emphasized intellectual stillness and interior passivity as essential conditions of perfection. Spaniard Miguel de Molinos (1628–1697) advocated total passivity of the soul before God. A believer is simply to disappear, be lost, and to die in God. It was condemned by the RCC as heresy. 

· Guyon: Madame Jeanne-Marie Guyon (1648–1717) had visions and other mystical experiences. She emphasized passive contemplation of the Divine as the method, and union with the Divine as the goal of mystical experience. She was later condemned and confined by the church to a convent. 

· Fénelon: Guyon then influenced Bishop François Fénelon (1651–1715), a man of admirable piety. His book Christian Perfection has been an aid to the devotional life of all Christians, including Protestants. The pope declared that his teachings might lead to error. 

17.2  Lutheran Orthodoxy

· 17.2.1  Philippists

· Peripheral elements of faith: After Luther’s death, Philip Melanchthon (1497–1560) became the main interpreter of Lutheran theology. He distinguished between the central and peripheral elements of the gospel. Some secondary elements could be left aside in order to have the freedom to continue teaching the essential. Strict Lutherans objected and regarded any compromise might be construed as surrender.

· On real presence: Melanchthon moved away from Luther’s doctrine of real presence of Christ in the communion. His position was close to Calvin’s. Many Lutherans distrusted Melanchthon.

· Formula of Concord [1577]—The document was accepted as Lutheran orthodoxy. It expressed the views of strict Lutherans, but it was not approved by all Lutherans. 

· 17.2.2  Triumph of orthodoxy

· Systematic theology: The next generations set out to coordinate Luther’s and Melanchthon’s teachings. Lutheran theologians emphasized on systematic dogma rather than the expression of doctrine in practical life. 

· Protestant scholasticism: Those new theological systems were mostly the product of schools, not directed towards preaching and the care of souls. They led to a spirit of rigid confessionalism.

· 17.2.3  Calixtus & “syncretism”

· Conciliation: Georg Calixtus (1586–1656) sought conciliation with believers of other confessions. He used Melanchthon’s distinction between the essential and the secondary elements of faith. Only that which relates to salvation is fundamental and absolutely necessary. The rest is not essential for being a Christian.

· Criterion for essential doctrines: The way to distinguish the fundamental from the secondary is “the consensus of the first five centuries.” He was rejected by Lutherans and was accused of “syncretism”—combining different religions, but it was a false accusation.

· Trend: The trend was toward dogmatic entrenchment, as if only those who agreed with every point of doctrine deserved to be called Christians. Such dogmatism, while bolstering the conviction of some, also gave rise to increasing doubts about the truth of Christianity, or at least about the value of theology and doctrine.

17.3  Reformed Orthodoxy & Arminianism

· 17.3.1  Arminianism

· Jakob Arminius (1560–1609)—He was a distinguished Dutch pastor and professor in Amsterdam [1587]. He disagreed with some of Calvin’s doctrine, in particular predestination, but he prudently kept silent.

· Argument: Arminius’s opinion on predestination clashed with those of Francis Gomarus, a strict Calvinist. 

· God’s grace: We are dependent upon God’s grace, but man is left to decide whether or not he will accept it. God’s grace makes our salvation possible, not inevitable. The ultimate choice is made by man himself.

· Foreknowledge: Arminius believed that predestination was based on God’s foreknowledge of man’s decision.

· Decree: Gomarus believed that before the foundation of the world, the sovereign will of God decreed who would have faith and who would not. Arminius responded that the decree was the one by which God determined that Jesus Christ would be the mediator and redeemer of mankind.

· 17.3.2  Synod of Dort [1618–1619]

· Conflict: Some Dutch merchants wished to improve relations with Spain in order to improve trade. They supported Arminius and their opponents supported Gomarus. There was even the danger of civil war. The king took the side of the Gomarists and the Synod of Dort was called to settle the issue. 

· Doctrine of predestination: The synod condemned Arminianism and affirmed the 5 Calvinist doctrines (abbreviated TULIP). [1] Total depravity—human nature has been so corrupted that no one can accept salvation; [2] Unconditional election—election of the predestined is not based on God’s foreknowledge, but only on the sovereign will of God; [3] Limited atonement—Christ only died for the elect; [4] Irresistible grace—the calling of the Holy Spirit cannot be resisted; [5] Perseverance of the saints—the elect will persevere in grace and cannot fall from it. 

· Result: The Arminians were suppressed by imprisonment and exile. Arminian influence continued in Methodism and among General Baptists. Arminians were later granted official tolerance [1631]. 

· 17.3.3  Westminster Confession [1644]

· Reformed orthodoxy: The confession was the clearest expression of Calvinist orthodoxy. 

· On Scripture: The highest authority is the Scripture, the “Supreme Judge” in all religious controversy. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture.

· On predestination & perseverance: God’s eternal decree is that some people and angels have been predestined to eternal life, and others to eternal death. This is not based on the God’s foreknowledge of future actions of individuals. The saved can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace.

· Deviation from Calvin: This document turned Calvin’s theology into a strict system that Calvin himself might have had difficulty recognizing. For Calvin, the doctrine of predestination was a means of expressing the joy of justification, and the unmerited nature of salvation. But his followers turned it into a test of orthodoxy.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The confessions and the famous works help us to build a solid foundation for our faith.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Despite theological arguments, the church remains one in Christ.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Judging Arminianism as a heresy was a mistake as predestination remains a disputable issues even among evangelicals.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Pascal’s wager is a useful tool in evangelism.

	[5] follow past saints
	Melanchthon’s and Calixtus’s attitude for conciliation with other Christians on non-essential issues of faith is a good model.


{17} Rationalism, spiritualism, pietism

ERA 6 << Modern Church (2): Revival & Missions (AD 1700-1900) >> SESSION 1

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 2, chapters 21-23

18.1  Rationalism

· 18.1.1  Enlightenment

· Definition: The word describes the period in Western philosophy and culture beginning in 17th-c when reason was advocated as the primary source and basis of authority. Rationalism was the representative philosophy, while deism was the representative religious expression. There was a reexamination of traditional institutions, customs, and morals. Its political aspiration was nationalism and nation-creation, greater rights for people. 
· Rationalism: It was a philosophy characterized by: [1] an interest in the physical world, [2] an emphasis in human sensory perception, and [3] confidence in the powers of reason. It reached the apex in 18th-c and continued in 19th-c. It was partly a reaction against cold orthodoxy in 16th and 17th centuries.

· 18.1.2  Descartes & Cartesianism

· On universal doubt: Rene Descartes (1596–1650)—father of rationalism—He had a profound distrust of all that is not absolutely certain. Descartes felt that he ought to begin by an attitude of universal doubt. He could doubt everything but not that the doubting subject actually existed. “I think, therefore I am”—in Latin, cogito, ergo sum—became the starting point for his philosophy.

· On God: He felt that he could prove the existence of God. He found in his mind the idea of a “more perfect being” and since his mind could not produce such an idea, which was above itself, it must have been placed there by God. 

· 18.1.3  Locke & Empiricism

· On knowledge: John Locke (1632–1704) held that all knowledge is derived from experience. He asserted that the mind of a baby is a blank. Knowledge comes from reflection on sensations which come from his senses. True knowledge is based on 3 levels of experience: [1] our own selves; [2] outer realities; and [3] God. Apart from these, there is no certain knowledge. This is a materialistic approach to life.

· 18.1.4  Hume & Skepticism

· No real knowledge: David Hume (1711–1776) was very pessimistic about the powers of reason. He held that what was affirmed from observation and reason was simply the result of irrational mental habits. The mind takes for granted many things, such as substance, and cause and effect. 

· 18.1.5  Voltaire & Rationalism

· Reason as common sense: Voltaire (1694–1778) believed in the use of reason as common sense. Although he considered himself a deist, he was often taken as an atheist because of his criticism on organized religion. He witnessed the persecution of the French Protestants so he devoted his wit and his literary ability to promote religious tolerance. 

· 18.1.6  Kant & Idealism or Kantianism

· On knowledge: Immanuel Kant (1724–1804) believed that there is no such things as innate ideas; but only structures of the mind, such as sense of time and space. In knowledge, what we have are things as our mind is able to grasp them. Therefore, the pure rationality of rationalists is only an illusion. If Kant’s work is accepted as truth, many traditional arguments for Christianity will be no longer valid. As existence is not derived from reality, but only one of the categories of the mind, there is no way to prove the existence of God or of the soul. 

· 18.1.7  Deism

· Dogmas of deism: Deism is the belief that there is a God, like a clockmaker who created the universe but then left it to be governed by natural laws. Virtue (ethical life) and piety are the most important worship that one could give to God.

· Influence of deism: It helped to bring the French and the American Revolutions. It also helped to develop Liberalism—it believes man’s essential goodness and perfectibility so that continued human progress toward a more perfect order on earth would be a natural result.

18.2  Spiritualism or Mysticism

· 18.2.1  Background of Spiritualism

· Reaction: Sometimes, explanations on correct doctrine proved too complicated for the common people. Some Christians sought refuge in a purely spiritual religion that emphasized prayer and contemplation. 

· 18.2.2  Jakob Boehme (1575–1624)

· Teaching: Boehme believed that the church was like a “tower of Babel” so he determined to cultivate his inner life. His teachings appeared to be an odd mixture of traditionally Christian themes with non-Christian beliefs. It exalted the freedom of the spirit and the inner life.

· 18.2.3  George Fox (1624–1691) & the Quakers

· On inner light: Fox believed that formal worship hinders the Holy Spirit. He emphasized the “inner light” cab help believers to understand Scripture, and to communicate with God. Quakers’ service usually took place in silence. Any who felt called to speak or pray aloud were free to do so.

· 18.2.4  Emanuel Swedenborg (1688–1772)

· Vision: Swedenborg was a Swedish aristocrat. He had a vision about his presence in the spiritual world. He believed that there is a corresponding invisible spiritual world behind the visible physical world of nature. Communication between these two worlds is possible through conversation with spiritual beings. 

18.3  Pietism

· 18.3.1  Philipp Jakob Spener (1635–1705)—father of Pietism
· Emphasis: Pietism emphasizes that Christianity was more a way of life than intellectual knowledge. Spener insisted on the need to return constantly to the Bible, and to read it with a spirit of devotion and piety. Pietists also sought improved morality; moderation in food, drink, and dress. 

· 18.3.2  Spread of Pietism

· Growth: Pietism had many followers in Germany, Holland, and Scandinavia. It was also a factor in the Great Awakening in North America. Pietists were active in founding schools and institutions to serve orphans, the poor, and others in need. They sent missionaries who preached the gospel in Africa, America, and Asia

· 18.3.3  Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf (1700–1760)

· Life: Zinzendorf was a nobility. He was known for his passionate, poetically expressed devotion to Christ. At Dresden, Zinzendorf met a group of persecuted Moravians. Zinzendorf offered them asylum in his lands. They founded the community of Herrnhutt which sent missionaries to every continent.

18.4  Methodism

· 18.4.1  John Wesley (1703–1791)—founder of Methodism
· Holy club: John Wesley formed a religious society in Oxford seeking holy and sober life, being faithful in their private devotions and studying the Bible in groups. Wesley had to travel on horseback throughout British Isles preaching the gospel. Wesley emphasized the doctrine of Christian perfection or perfect love.

· 18.4.2  The success of Methodism

· Response to the urban masses: The success of Methodism was partly due to its response to new needs from the industrial revolution. The mass migration led people to lose their connection with the church.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Spiritualism and Pietism led to today’s emphasis on devotions.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Rationalism and deism could not defeat orthodox Christianity.

	[3] avoid past errors
	The excessive subjectivity of spiritualism could lead to erroneous beliefs.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	The Methodist emphasis on the assurance of salvation and the lifelong pursuit of holiness should be the goals of all Christians.

	[5] follow past saints
	The great zeal of Wesley in preaching the gospel is our model.


{18} Revolution & revival
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19.1  American Revolution and Denominations

· 19.1.1  Religion in the American colonies

· Religious diversity: While the aristocracy remained faithful to Anglicanism, the lower classes subscribed to other movements such as the Quakers, Baptists, and Methodists. Religious toleration flourished in most places.

· 19.1.2  Education in the colonies

· Universities: The Reformation had led to an emphasis in education because of the belief that the individual Christian could read and interpret his Bible. Many early American universities, including most of Ivy League Schools, were founded by Protestants to train church leaders. 

· 19.1.3  American Revolution

· Independence: The British forces and the colonial militia were in conflict leading to the War of Independence [1775]. On July 4, 1776, delegates of the 13 colonies gathered in Philadelphia to proclaim their independence from Britain. Six years later, the war stopped [1782] and the Treaty of Paris was signed [1783].

· 19.1.4  Religion in the new nation

· Against dogmatism: Many joined the struggle for independence to a rationalist ideology that spoke of providence as a principle of progress. They espoused a “natural religion”, leading to other pseudo-religions.

· Unitarianism: Some Anglicans and Congregationalists rejected the doctrine of Trinity and subscribed to the unity of God and the humanity of Christ. They were rationalists, stressing human freedom, goodness of man, salvation by character culture, and intellectual capabilities. 

· Universalism: Some people believed that everyone will be saved in the end. They originally came from some British Methodists who argued that the doctrine of eternal damnation was a denial of God’s love. 

· Denominationalism: North American Protestants tended to think of the universal church as an invisible reality consisting of all true believers, and of the visible churches or “denominations” as voluntary organizations that believers create and join according to their conviction and preferences.

19.2  Great Awakenings

· 19.2.1  First Great Awakening [1730s–1740s]

· Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield: Edwards was a Calvinist pastor in Massachusetts. He started preaching the importance of an experience of conviction of sin and of divine forgiveness [1734]. People responded to his sermons. Whitefield, a Methodist pastor, visited New England [1739]. His preaching led to many conversions with outward expressions of repentance and joy. The movement gradually spread throughout the colonies. In New England alone, over 30,000 converts were added to a population of 300,000.

· 19.2.2  Second Great Awakening [1800s–1830s]

· Background: At the end of 18th-c, the influence of the Great Awakening had been largely dissipated by deism. In universities, few students professed regeneration. Gambling, profanity, vice, and drunkenness were common among students who were proud of being unbelievers.

· Timothy Dwight and Charles Finney: Dwight, a theologian and Finney, an evangelist emphasized Christian devotion and living. More Christians joined the movement. About one-third of the students of Yale professed conversion [1802]. Revival spread to other eastern colleges and to the western frontier. Methodists and Baptists took up the idea of celebrating “camp meetings” leading to periodic “revivals”, particularly in the frontier.

· 19.2.3  Third Great Awakening [1880s–1900s]

· Dwight Moody Ira Sankey: After the civil war, the old camp meetings were adapted to the urban environment, leading to revivals. Moody and Sankey preached to the urban masses, calling people to repentance and salvation in Jesus Christ. Moody Bible Institute was founded [1889].

19.3  French Revolution

· 19.3.1  Major events in the French Revolution

· Bastille: The people rioted and took the Bastille on July 14, 1789. All church land became public property. All monasteries were abolished by law [1790] and bishops were to be elected by voters. 

· Cult of Reason: The leaders of the revolution were convinced that a new era of science and reason, called the “Cult of Reason”. Temples to Reason were built. The French invaded the papal states [1798] and captured Pope Pius VI whom they imprisoned in France.

· Napoleon Bonaparte (1769–1821)—He became First Consul and master of France [1799]. He negotiated a Concordat [1801] with the pope. Bishops were to be named by the state and consecrated by the pope. 

· 19.3.2  Changes in Europe

· End of Papal States: King Victor Emmanuel II of the united Italy took Rome [1870]. The king granted the pope a guaranteed annual income The papacy finally agreed to the deal 6 decades later [1929].

· Germany: The Iron Chancellor Otto von Bismarck believed that the RCC was a threat to the German unity. He expelled the Jesuits [1872]. He passed laws to secularize education, establish civil marriage.

19.4  Social Reforms

· 19.4.1  US: slavery & the Civil War

· Emancipation: The issue of slavery had troubled the conscience of many Christians. The abolition movement was stronger in the north. Emancipation of slaves in the US was finally accomplished in 1865 after a civil war.

· Urbanization problems: After the war, many blacks moved into the cities to find work. Continuous immigration also brought increases in the urban population. They lived in overcrowded and difficult conditions. Several organizations formed to serve the urban masses including YMCA and the Sunday Schools. 

· Caring for the poor: In New York, orphanages, missions, hospitals, homes for the aged, and other agencies were established by Christians to meet the needs of the poor, the homeless, and the sick. 

· 19.4.2  Britain: social reforms

· Industrialization: With industrial progress and growth of trade, urban population increased creating dense urban ghettos. The poor found themselves living and working in conditions of misery and exploitation. 

· Caring for the poor: Christians founded many societies to help the needy. Robert Raikes (1735–1811) established the Sunday School Movement [1780] to educate children of the poor.

· Labour & prison reforms: Methodists and Quakers stimulated the birth of labour unions. Christians worked to secure child-labour laws and prison reforms. 

· Helping urban masses: The Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) [1844], the YWCA [1855], and the Salvation Army [1864] aimed to reach the impoverished and unchurched urban masses.

· Abolition of slavery: The effort of abolition of slavery was led by William Wilberforce (1759–1833) and other Christians. In 1811, the British Parliament issued laws forbidding the slave trade. Freedom was decreed for slaves in the British Empire [1833]. 

· Impact: Historians often attribute to the absence of revolution in Britain (compared to many other European countries) to the social reforms pushed by Protestants. Some attribute it to the Methodist revival.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Denominationalism has its necessary and proper functions of accommodating people with different convictions and preferences.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The American awakenings showed the continuing work of the Holy Spirit.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Beware of 18th-c heresies of unitarianism and universalism.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Social reforms can improve the society as Christians should, but they can act as witness bringing the good news to the lost.

	[5] follow past saints
	We should ask God to raise up people like Edwards, Dwight, and Moody to bring revivals to the church. 


{19} Protestant & Catholic theologies
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20.1  Philosophical Challenges

· 20.1.1  Challenges to the accuracy of the Bible

· Darwinism: Darwin’s theory of evolution contradicted the creation story in the Bible. The existence of a God is no longer needed to explain the universe. The theory led to the foundation of secularism and atheism. 

· Protestant liberalism: Liberalism implied freedom to think as one saw fit. It was an attempt to express Christianity in the mold of secularist ideas. It influenced Christian education in the church and seminaries.

· Higher criticism of the Bible: The historical and critical studies raised doubts about the historical authenticity of the Bible. It tried to destroy the supernatural nature of the Bible so it is destructive in nature. It stressed that the Bible was written by ordinary human authors. In contrast, textual criticism (lower criticism) tries to determine the original text of the Biblical writers by comparing various copies and is constructive.

· 20.1.2  Fundamentalist reaction

· Evangelical Alliance [1846]—It was formed to oppose liberalism which denied orthodox faith. There are 5 “fundamentals”: [1] the inerrancy of Scripture, [2] the divinity of Jesus, [3] the virgin birth, [4] Jesus’ death on the cross as a substitute for our sin, [5] Jesus’ physical resurrection and impending return.

· The Fundamentals [1909–1915]—This was a 4-volume set of books published to defend orthodox Biblical beliefs. This was the beginning of fundamentalism. The word “fundamentalism” has been corrupted by the rise of Islamic fundamentalism in Iran; today, conservative orthodox Christians use the term “evangelicalism”. 

· 20.1.3  Social & intellectual challenges

· Karl Marx (1818–1883)—founder of communism—He believed that religion is used to support the powerful; it is judged to be “the opiate of the people.” God, the Bible, or absolute standards had no place in his system. 

· Sigmund Freud (1856–1939)—He believed that human psyche is moved by factors in subconscious. His theory led to questions about how our mind functions in accepting religious beliefs.

20.2  Protestant Theologies

· 20.2.1  New Protestant denominations

· Salvation Army [1865]—Methodist preacher William Booth (1829–1912) and his wife Catherine Munford (1829–1890) started relief work among the poor, providing food, shelter, and work. 

· Pentecostalism—This came from holiness churches where the worship was marked by the outpouring of the spiritual gifts—speaking in tongues, miracles of healing, and prophetic utterances. This appeared in the 3-year revival meeting in Los Angeles [1906–1909]. It led to the founding of the Assemblies of God [1914].

· 20.2.2  Social Gospel

· Optimism: Like other Christian liberals, proponents of the Social Gospel were optimistic about human capabilities and the progress of society. They discounted the importance of personal salvation and emphasized the salvation of the society through resolving social evils so social work was the primary activity of churches.
· 20.2.3  Appearance of Cults

· Characteristics: Cults claimed to have final or absolute answers to the problems of health, sorrow, popularity, and success. They offered an authority that the hungry soul cannot find in liberal Protestant churches. They were often deceptive, exclusive, and negative toward culture. 

· Mormonism [1830]: They hold many heretical teachings: denial of divinity of Jesus, denial of Trinity (3 Gods), creation by a council of gods, Satan as a spiritual brother of Jesus, universalism.
· Jehovah’s Witnesses [1879]: They reject the divinity of Jesus (same as ancient Arianism) and the doctrine of Trinity. They publish the Watch Tower magazine [1879]. They evangelize by visiting homes.
· Christian Science [1879]: They hold that the material world is either imaginary or of secondary importance; that the purpose of human life is to live in harmony with the Universal Spirit.
· 20.2.4  Relationship between faith & reason

· Seeking ultimate reality: Kant’s work put an end to the simplistic rationalism. If the structures of thought are in the mind, and may not correspond to reality, how do we know ultimate realities? There are 3 possible ways: [1] to seek a religion outside reason (Schleiermacher), [2] to affirm that reason is reality itself (Hegel), [3] to accept that only faith, not reason, can penetrate ultimate truth (Kierkegaard).

· Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768–1834)—father of liberalism, theology of feeling, German

· On feeling of dependence: He shows that religion is not a sentimental feeling, nor a passing emotion or sudden experience, but is rather the profound awareness of the existence of the One on whom all existence depends. The function of theology is to explore and expound the feeling of absolute dependence. Jesus Christ did not come to atone for sin but came to be our teacher, to set an example and to arouse in us the consciousness of God. 

· Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770–1831)—father of dialectical idealism, German

· Reason is reality: He declared that reason is not something that exists in our minds in order to understand reality. Reason is reality, the only reality. He believed that Christianity was the “absolute religion”—summing up the entire human religious development. The central theme of religion is the relationship between God and man. That relationship reaches its apex in incarnation, in which the divine and the human are fully united.

· Søren Kierkegaard (1813–1855)—father of existentialism, Dane

· Leap of faith: Kant’s “pure reason” can neither prove or disprove the existence of God; but faith knows God directly. Faith is always a personal decision, a risk, an adventure that requires the denial of oneself and of all the joys of the faithless—the leap of faith into the dark. Kierkegaard’s ideas, if taken too far, will lead to errors. 

· 20.2.5  Christianity & history

· Investigating the Bible: The interest in the history of the Biblical times led to long and scholarly discussions on the date and authorship of each book of the Bible. This brought better understanding of the Bible and its times. But the method of historical criticism also presumed there are errors in the Bible.

20.3  Catholic Theologies & Papal Infallibility

· 20.3.1  Relationship with France

· Protestantism vs Catholicism: While Protestants confronted theological challenges directly and tried to reinterpret their faith, Catholic authorities rejected modern ideas. While many Protestant theologians fell into the trap of liberalism, Catholic theologians fell into the opposite extreme of advocating papal infallibility. 

· End of Papal States: Since 1848, the pope was protected by France. When the French army was pulled from Rome [1870], the army of the united Italy took the Papal States, ending the political power of the papacy.

· 20.3.2  Pius IX [1846–1878]

· Road to supreme power: His pontificate was characterized by expansion of religious authority, also by the loss of political power. He proclaimed the dogma of Immaculate Conception of Mary [1854]. This was the first time ever that a pope defined a dogma on his own, without the support of a council. 

· 20.3.3  Papal infallibility

· Dogma: In 1870, the Council of Vatican I [1869–1870] promulgated the dogma of papal infallibility: “…the Roman Pontiff, when he speaks ex cathedra, that is, when in discharge of the office of pastor and doctor of all Christians,…he defines a doctrine regarding faith or morals to be held by the universal Church,…is possessed of that divine infallibility.” The dogma gave the pope the power to overrule the whole church, to overrule the Bible, or to interpret the Bible in whatever way he chooses. One must accept this dogma in order to be saved.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The 5 fundamentals are still held by today’s evangelicals.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Cultural challenges from outside and the rise of heresies and cults from inside have not succeeded in suppressing orthodoxy.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Pius IX pushed for papal infallibility after the dogma of immaculate conception. Errors must be cut down at its budding stage.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	We need to watch out for dominant characteristics in past cults.

	[5] follow past saints
	Christians should model after the Salvation Army in looking after the poor and the weak, yet avoid the excesses of the Social Gospel.


{20} Missionary work
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21.1  Colonialism & Missions

· 21.1.1  Background to missionary activities

· Missionary centuries: The 16th-c was the great age of Catholic expansion and 19th-c was the great age of Protestant expansion.

· Colonialism & missions: Missionary activities led to the founding of a truly universal church, encompassing peoples of all races and nations. Unfortunately, the expansion took place within the context of colonialism and economic imperialism. The relationship between colonialism and missions was very complex. There were accusations that missionaries were agents of colonialism but this is not true.

· Different patterns: In Latin America, the pattern was neocolonialism. The former Spanish colonies won their independence. In Asia and in black Africa, colonialism took the traditional form of military conquest and overt political domination. Historical empires like China and Japan were forced to open trade with the West.

21.2  Missionary Societies

· 21.2.1  Formation of missionary societies

· Missionary spirit: The missionary enthusiasm was the result of revivalism among the pietists and Methodists and among the evangelicals of the Anglican Church. 

· Early societies: Two forerunners were founded by Anglicans: the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (SPCK) [1698], and the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG) [1701].

· William Carey (1761–1834)—He is often called “the father of modern missions” because:

· Free access: Because of Carey’s effort, Parliament included a clause granting missionaries free access to areas under control of the British East India Company in 1813.

· Impact on missions: Many missionaries societies were founded because of his influence.

· More societies: 

· The London Missionary Society (LMS) [1795]—It was the first large missionary society founded with interdenominational cooperation by Methodists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists. Later different denominations founded their own missionary societies, including Anglicans, Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans.

· Outside England: After the beginning of missionary activities in England, missionary societies were founded in Holland [1797], Switzerland [1815], Germany [1824], Norway [1842], and the United States [1822].

· Cooperation: Missionary activities fostered a spirit of cooperation, leading to the ecumenical movement in 20th-c.

· 3-self churches: A New York Missionary Conference [1854] set out the ideal of establishing churches in mission fields with characteristics of: self-governing, self-supporting and self-propagating.

21.3  Missions to All Continents

· 21.3.1  Asia & Oceania

· Protestant missionaries: They reached the Indian subcontinent (1709), southeast Asia (1825), Japan and Korea (1859), the Philippines (1899), Australia and New Zealand (1800s).

· 21.3.2  Africa

· Rapid colonization: The European powers started large scale colonization after 1795 when the British seized the Dutch colony in south Africa. Subsequently, Britain, France, Holland, Germany, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, Italy all established colonies in Africa. By 1914, the only independent states in Africa were Ethiopia and Liberia.

· Missionary societies: North Africa Mission (founded in 1881), Africa Inland Mission (founded in 1895).

· Missionaries: The most famous was David Livingstone (1813–1873). Eventually, all colonies had some churches by the end of 19th-c.

· 21.3.3  Latin America

· Protestant growth: The independence of Catholic churches in Latin America led to the founding of Protestant churches in every nation in Latin America. By 1914, there were significant numbers of Protestants in every country in Latin America.

· Helping the needy: Most early missionaries were concerned not only with salvation of souls but also with physical wellbeing and intellectual development. Therefore, Protestants soon became known for their work in medicine and education.

21.4  Interdenominational Cooperation in Missions

· 21.4.1  Cooperation leading to ecumenism

· Definition: “Ecumenical” means “pertaining to the entire inhabited earth.” The emphasis is on the worldwide unity of Christians in all nations. One of the driving forces leading to the modern movement for Christian unity was the missionary movement.

· Cooperation for missions: In overseas missions, cooperation between denominations was mandatory.

· [1] Limited resources: Bible translations prepared by missionaries of one denomination were used by all others. 

· [2] Avoid duplication: As there were vast regions waiting for the gospel, it made sense to divide the area to save duplication of effort.

· [3] Avoid confusion: If different denominations preaching to people who never heard the gospel, even slightly different interpretations would confuse the listeners.

· Student Volunteer Movement [1886]—It was an interdenominational agency in the US. It was launched when 100 university and seminary students at Moody’s conference grounds in Massachusetts signed the pledge to become foreign missionaries. The 100 missionaries were deployed in one year in China under the China Inland Mission [1887]. By 1945, the organization had recruited over 20,000 missionaries.

· 21.4.2  World Missionary Conference [1910]

· Objective: The first large scale missionary conference met in Edinburgh, Scotland. It was stipulated that the conference would deal exclusively with missions among non-Christians, and that therefore there would be no discussion of Protestant missions among Catholics in Latin America, or among Eastern Orthodox in the Near East. The conference was attended mostly by representatives from Britain and North America.

· Impact: The conference achieved its goal of exchanging information. But its significance was far greater.

· [1] Conferences on other subjects: It paved the way for other conferences where subjects other than missions would be discussed.

· [2] International cooperation: The conference appointed a Continuation Committee indicating that such cooperation will continue. Eventually, the International Missionary Council would be formed.

· [3] Ecumenical leaders: The conference gave international stature to many leaders of the ecumenical movement such as Methodist layman John R. Mott.

· [4] Ecumenical movement: Out of the exclusion in this conference came the development of the Faith and Order movement which would lead to the founding of the World Council of Churches in 1948.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	God’s church is a missionary church. Impact of the church on the world is greatest when the focus is outward.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	God raised up a whole army of missionaries to save the world.

	[3] avoid past errors
	The work of the missionaries was no doubt made easier by imperialism but it also cause longlasting enmity from native people.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Missionary work was often facilitated by assistance to the poor and the sick through orphanages, schools, and hospitals. It is important to look after the body in additional to the soul in missions.

	[5] follow past saints
	There were countless number of missionaries who sacrificed their whole lives to carry the gospel to dangerous places.
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22.1  Age of Drastic Change

· 22.1.1  Undercurrents

· Optimism: The 19th-c was a century of optimism in the West. Western civilization had considered itself destined to lead the world into an age of happiness, with wealth and relative peace.

· Undercurrents: Yet beneath the surface were destructive currents: end of colonialism and political instability as the breakup of the Turkish Empire had created many unstable states.
· 22.1.2  Drastic historic events [1914–1945]

· World War I [1914–1918]—The 4-year war involved 30 nations and 65 million soldiers.

· Russian Revolution [1917]—Lenin (1870–1924) installed a communist government. 

· United States: 2 social issues drew attention: prohibition of alcoholic beverages and women’s suffrage.

· Great Depression [1929–1939]—The crash of the stock market in the United States [1929] caused an economic downturn in the whole world for a decade.

· Fascism: Mussolini in Italy, Hitler in Germany, and Franco in Spain rose to power.

· World War II [1939–1945]—In the 6-year world war, 57 nations declared war on each other. A total of 15 million soldiers were killed, plus another 55 million civilian deaths.

· 22.1.3  Impact of the historic events

· End of optimism: A casualty of the turbulent years was the optimism about the future western civilization. 

· End of colonialism: Another impact was the worldwide revolt against colonialism. Nationalist movement suddenly took on new life, and in two decades, every colonial empire was dismantled. 

· Domination of communism: Europe was dominated by the communist system in the east and capitalist system in the west, with the “Iron Curtain” separating the two. 

· Women & blacks: The demand for greater leadership among women and blacks led to the post-war civil rights movement and feminist movement demanding great power and equality.

· Unity vs division in the church: The church, on one hand, became more universal and more united with the ecumenical movement. On the other hand, war, racial and class strife divided the church.

22.2  Eastern Orthodox Church

· 22.2.1  Developments since the 15th century

· Russian Orthodox Church: It became independent from the Patriarchate of Constantinople [1448]. 

· Cyril Lucaris (1572–1638)—He was the patriarch of Constantinople after the Reformation. He published a Confession [1629] that included mild Calvinism. After his death, he was eventually condemned [1672].

· National churches: In 19th-c, the Ottoman Empire broke down and national orthodox churches were formed, such as Greece and Rumania. Their autonomy was later recognized by the Patriarchate of Constantinople.

· Monophysites: Some churches do not subscribe to the Chalcedonian definition which accepts the two natures of Christ. They are “monophysites” including the Coptic Church of Egypt, the Church of Ethiopia, Syrian Monophysite Church, and the Armenian Church. 

· Reconciliation with the RCC [1965]—Pope Paul VI and the Eastern patriarch Athenagoras revoked the mutual excommunication of 1054.

22.3  Roman Catholic Church: Council of Vatican II

· 22.3.1  Recent developments in the Catholic Church

· Negative reaction: Before 20th-c, the RCC reacted to the modern world with fear and condemnation due to. loss of papal states, fear of nationalism, fear of heresy, fear of Protestantism. 
· Pope Pius XII [1939–1958]—He was silent about Nazi atrocities against the Jews. He proclaimed the dogma of the Bodily Assumption of Mary into heaven [1950], invoking ex cathedra papal infallibility. 

· Pope John XXIII [1958–1963]—He called an ecumenical council for a total updating of the church. 
· Pope John Paul II [1978–2005]— As a Pole, he was the first non-Italian pope since 16th-c. While his theology was conservative, he spoke strongly about the injustice of the oppression of the poor and powerless.
· Pope Benedict XVI [2005–2013]—He is a German and a conservative theologian. 

· Charismatic Catholics: The charismatic movement in the RCC is widespread in North America. There is also growth in an evangelical Catholic movement which emphasizes a personal and experiential religion.

· 22.3.2  Council of Vatican II [1962–1965]

· Expectation: Few expected that this council would make radical changes but it did. The council did not bring major changes in doctrine or polity but created new attitudes.

· Reports: The final documents were fairly progressive. The council brought the RCC to a new epoch. 

· Liturgical renewal: The use of vernacular languages is authorized in most occasions. 

· Religious freedom: All religious groups have the right to organize according to their own principles. Protestants were described as “separated brethren” rather than as schismatics and heretics as in the past. 

· Emphasis on the Bible: The laity is encouraged to study the Bible but under the watchful care of the church. 

· Affirmation of extra-Biblical traditions: These included papal infallibility, past affirmations about Mary, 7 sacraments, and the authority of tradition.

22.4  Modern Catholic Theologians

· 22.4.1  New directions

· Catholic theologians: A new direction developed but they were either rejected or ignored by the papacy. 

· Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881–1955)—French Jesuit: He reinterpreted Christian theology in evolutionary terms. There is some similarity of this with process theology. 
· Henri de Lubac (1896–1991)—French Jesuit: He revived interest in the spiritual exegesis of Scripture.
· Yves Congar (1904–1995)—French Dominican: His influence was mostly on ecumenism, and on the nature of the church in the modern world. He encouraged openness to Protestant ideas.
· Karl Rahner (1904–1984)—German Jesuit: He was perhaps the greatest RC theologian of the 20th-c. He tried to bring mystery back to everyday life. He believed that all people have the chance to believe. These “anonymous Christians” are saved not by their natural morality but they have experienced Jesus Christ’s grace without realizing it. This concept is a dangerous one because it serves to justify “secular Christianity”.
· Edward Schillebeeckx (1914–  )—Belgian Dominican: He was a reformist arguing for the ordination of women and against priestly celibacy. He stressed on experience and revelation in experience.
· Hans Küng (1928–  )—Swiss priest: His theology has been mostly disapproved by Rome. He found Barth’s doctrine of justification similar to Catholic. He attacked papal infallibility, arguing that it should be indefectibility. He seemed to present Christ more as an example to follow than a divine Saviour. He denied the infallibility of the Scripture. His theology resembles a liberal Protestant.
APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The church stood firm despite the drastic historic events.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	Despite low expectations, Council of Vatican II moved the RCC to a new openness, although still very far from possible reconciliation.

	[3] avoid past errors
	The RCC’s compromise with fascism and communism proved eventually to be unwise decisions.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Even Küng, a wellknown Roman Catholic theologian, attacked papal infallibility, using Biblical evidence and church tradition.

	[5] follow past saints
	Lucaris, Congar, and Küng came to conclusions similar to the Protestants and were not afraid to speak out.


{22} Contemporary Protestantism
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23.1  Barth and Neo-Orthodoxy

· 23.1.1  Bankruptcy of liberal optimism

· Liberal theology: It dominated Protestantism in the early 20th-c. Teachings include: [1] the emphasis on experience, [2] the Bible is not infallible, [3] beliefs must pass tests of human reason and science, [4] supernatural elements to be excluded, [5] beliefs must be sacrificed in order to adapt to the modern world. 
· Decline of Christianity: There is an increase in skepticism and secularism. Liberals took over most of the mainline Protestant denominations. Europe and North America are no longer a stronghold of Protestantism. 

· 23.1.2  Overview of neo-orthodoxy

· Emphases: [1] the use of revelation of God as the source of Christian doctrine, [2] the transcendence of God, and [3] the use of existentialist philosophy. 

· Founding: Barth objected liberalism and founded “neo-orthodoxy”, also called “dialectical theology”. Evangelicals welcomed Barth’s emphasis on the sinfulness of man, transcendence of God, and emphasis on the Bible. But they opposed his rejection of an objective, historical, propositional revelation in the Bible.
· Errors of neo-orthodoxy: They retained the older liberal Biblical criticism. Elements of universalism were apparent in their soteriology. Some conservative theologians regarded neo-orthodoxy to be even more dangerous than liberal theology because it is often half truths that lead Christians astray.
· 23.1.3  Karl Barth (1886–1968), Swiss—founder of neo-orthodoxy

· On God: God is transcendent (the “wholly other”). Man cannot reach God through subjective experience. 
· On the Word of God: God’s Word is the event of God speaking to man in and through Jesus Christ; it is God’s personal revelation of Himself to us. Jesus Christ is the revealed word. The Bible, God’s written word only becomes God’s Word when God chooses to speak through them. So Barth cannot call the Bible God’s Word. Revelation is a personal encounter, rather than communication of information.
· On theology: Barth rejected natural theology. As all of God’s dealings with man are in and through Jesus Christ, the entire Christian theology is to be interpreted Christologically. This principle leads to a radical distortion of traditional doctrines, for example, it is illegitimate to use the Law to show people their sinfulness. 

· 23.1.4  Other neo-orthodox theologians

· Emil Brunner (1889-1966), Swiss: He stressed the subjective encounter with Christ. He dismissed certain miraculous elements within the Scripture and he denied the historicity of Adam and the virgin birth.

· Reinhold Niebuhr (1892–1971), German/American: He emphasized the Christian doctrine of original sin but he believed that sin was more social than spiritual. He believed that unbridled capitalism was destructive. 
· H. Richard Niebuhr (1894–1962), German/American: He was concerned with the sovereignty of God. He accused Christians of surrendering its leadership to the social forces of national and economic life.
23.2  Bonhoeffer

· 23.2.1  Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906–1945), German

· Major works: His The Cost of Discipleship [1937] stressed: “Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.” His Letters and Papers from Prison included new radical ideas: work of the church (sharing in secular problems), independent of God (the world “coming of age” and solving his own problems).
· 23.2.2  Religionless Christianity

· Religionless: Bonhoeffer spoke of “religionless Christianity” because religion is a human effort by which we seek to hide from God. He questioned whether people need to be religious in order to become Christian. He proposed that a Christian today must live his faith in a secular way. But by stressing man’s independence from God, Bonhoeffer laid the foundation for the development of secular theology and God-is-dead theology.

23.3  European Variations

· 23.3.1  Existentialist theology

· Paul Tillich (1886–1965), German—His books explained theology based on existentialist philosophy, not on the Bible. He denied the person of God. He violated most of the orthodox doctrines of Christianity. 
· Rudolf Bultmann (1884–1976), German: He argued that the message of the NT is enshrouded with myth so it must be “demythologized”. Doctrines as incarnation, resurrection, and second coming are all mythical. 
· 23.3.2  Marxist-Christian dialogue

· Josef Hromadka (1889–1969), Czech: He stressed that Christians must not be led astray by Marxist atheism.
· 23.3.3  Theology of hope

· Jürgen Moltmann (1926–  ), German: He argued that hope is the centre of Biblical faith. This is not hope and “spiritual” salvation, but hope for a new order. Christians are to join struggles against poverty and oppression. 
· 23.3.4  Faith rooted in history

· Wolfhart Pannenberg (1928–  ), German: He stressed God’s revelation in history—especially Jesus Christ and His resurrection. He makes history the authority rather than Scripture. He dismissed virgin birth as a myth.
23.4  American Variations

· 23.4.1  Social conditions since WWI

· Drastic social changes: The US entered a period of isolationism, with the fear of everything foreign, and the suppression of dissent. The Great Depression [1929–1939] led to massive unemployment and bankruptcies. 

· 23.4.2  Varieties of Christian teachings after WWII

· Legacy of revivalism: Billy Graham (1918–  ) organized large scale gospel meeetings to every continent.

· Health and wealth gospel: It is a distorted gospel that promotes “positive thinking”.

· Black theology: It affirmed black reality, hope, and struggle. It is a form of liberation theology.
· Feminist theology: It is a reconsideration of traditions, practices, theologies from a feminist perspective.
· Theology of the death of God: It emphasizes secularization and that rejects all major Christian doctrines.
· Secular theology: It reinterprets the Christian message in the light of an urban and secular society.
· Process theology: It denies that God knows the future; God is not unaffected by His creation. The universe is characterized by process and change. Self-determination and free-will characterizes everything in the universe.
· 23.4.3  Pentecostalism

· Wave 1: Old Pentecostalism or Classic Pentecostalism (1901–1960): It emphasized the “baptism with the Holy Spirit” as a separate experience from conversion and with speaking in tongues in order to be genuine.
· Wave 2: New Pentecostalism or Charismatic Renewal (1960–1980): It emphasized a baptism or filling of the Spirit, “usually” accompanied with tongues.
· Wave 3: The Signs and Wonders Movement (1980–now): It is also called the Vineyard Movement. They prefer to emphasize the ongoing nature of the experience of the Spirit, such as prophecy and healing. 
APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	God raised up the Pentecostal Church to extend His kingdom. Yet, it is important not to fall into extremes in some of those churches.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The speculative theologies never become major movements.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Over-emphasis of social responsibility of Christians led to the heretical Social Gospel and liberation theology.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	The rise of neo-orthodoxy proved that liberal theology has no future; yet, neo-orthodoxy can lead Christians astray.

	[5] follow past saints
	Conservative theologians recognized the fallacy of liberal theology so they established their own orthodox churches and seminaries.


{23} Christianity in China
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24.1  Early Catholic Missionaries

· 24.1.2  Tang Dynasty [618–907]

· Nestorians: The Nestorians sent missionary Olopan to China [635]. The Nestorians wanted to appear like Buddhism which was a popular religion in China at that time. When the emperor of Tang Dynasty decided to wipe out Buddhism [845], Christians also disappeared from China at the end of 9th-c.

· 24.1.3  Yuan Dynasty [1271–1368]

· Father John: Franciscan missionary John Montecorvino visited Beijing [1294], making about 10,000 converts. By 1342, there were about 30,000 Christians, but most of them were Mongols. 

· 24.1.4  Ming Dynasty [1368–1644]

· Matteo Ricci 利馬竇(1552–1610)—At the end of 16th-c, the Jesuits came to southern China. Matteo Ricci was proficient in Chinese language and culture. He was invited to the imperial court in Beijing [1601]. It was in his home that he gained his only converts, all of them members of the intellectual elite. They eventually helped convert others to Christianity. By 1700, the Jesuits in China claimed to have 300,000 followers.

· 24.1.5  Qing Dynasty [1644–1911]

· Jesuits: Emperor Kangxi permitted the Jesuits to freely preach Christianity [1692] but he banned Christian missionaries as a result of the controversy involving Chinese rites [1721]. The emperor issued an edict to ban Christianity [1775], and the work of the RCC in China became extinct.

24.2  19th Century

· 24.2.1  Protestant Missionaries

· Robert Morrison 馬禮遜(1782–1834)—Scotsman: He settled (and eventually died) in Guangzhou [1807] and devoted his life to translate the Bible and Christian books into Chinese. He served for 27 years in China.

· Hudson Taylor 戴德生(1832–1905)—English: He founded the China Inland Mission [1865]. The China Inland Mission was responsible for bringing to China over 800 missionaries who founded 125 elementary schools for Christian children and directly resulted in 18,000 Christian conversions.

· The “Cambridge Seven” 劍橋七傑—7 Cambridge graduates joined the China Inland Mission [1885]. 
24.3  Early 20th Century

· 24.3.1  Anti-Christian activities

· May 4 Movement [1919]: It was an anti-imperialist, cultural, and political movement. Because Christianity was regarded as part of imperialism, the movement also opposed Christianity.

· Anti-Religion Coalition [1922]: It was formed by academics who opposed and criticized Christianity. Large scale labour strikes were organized. Many foreign missionaries were forced to leave China. 

· 24.3.2  Establishment of independent churches

· The Church of Christ in China 中華基督教會[1927]

· Christian Tabernacle 基督徒會堂[1925]: It was founded by Wang Ming Dao王明道 in Beijing.

· Local Church 地方教會[1927]: It was founded by Watchman Nee倪柝聲 in Shanghai.

· Jesus Family 耶穌家庭[1919]: It was founded by Jing Dian Ying敬奠瀛 in Shandong.

· 24.3.3  Chinese theologians

· Cao Zi Chen 趙紫宸(1888–1979): In his early career, he stressed that Christianity is about love. He tried to harmonize Christianity and Confucianism. In his late career, he turned to the Word of God and accepted supernaturalism in the Bible although he still believed in establishing the kingdom of God on Earth.

· Wang Ming Dao 王明道(1900–1991): He held to evangelical doctrines completely, emphasizing the study of the Bible, the inspired Word of God. His first priority is to lead non-believers to repentance and born-again lives. He strongly opposed any injustices in Chinese society and he emphasized living a holy life.
· Watchman Nee 倪柝聲(1903–1972): He was influenced by the Quietism of Guyon and the Holiness Movement of Pember. He always stressed more on the “inner-life” issue in a believer’s life rather than the “outward-work”. His doctrine on the church followed an authoritarian model under the apostle (himself).

24.4  The Communist Era

· 24.4.1  Period 1: Reorganization [1949–1960]

· Three-Self Movement: When the communists took over China, there were about 3 million Christians in China and 3,000 foreign missionaries who were all expelled by 1951. The communist government pushed for the formation of the Three-Self Movement [1954] and suppressed those who did not join the movement. All public churches were controlled by the communists and became instruments of political indoctrination.

· 24.4.2  Period 2: Persecution [1960–1976]

· Corruption: Under the government, the Three-Self Movement became a propaganda tool of the communists. 

· House churches: House churches were founded, beginning in the 1960s. The government suppressed these churches. The Three-Self Movement cooperated with the government by exposing the location of house churches. The house churches met in secret places and grew exponentially.

· Cultural Revolution [1966–1976]: All public churches stopped worship services. Bibles, hymn books, and books were all burnt. Leaders of the Three-Self Movement were purged. Yet the house churches did not stop meeting. Miracles frequently occurred, leading to new converts. They were more developed in rural areas.

· 24.4.3  Period 3: Adjustment [1976–  ]

· Change in policy: The government reversed its policy towards religions. Worship services in the public three-self churches started [1978]. The printing of Bibles began again. New churches were built; new seminaries were opened. The government, however, still periodically suppressed the church.

· Recent situation: In 2006, the government forced all house churches to register with the government and they started a new cycle of persecution. Despite the suppressive policies, the Gospel continues to convert thousands of new Christians everyday. The present estimated number of Christians is between 80 and 100 million.

· 24.4.4  Contextualization (Indigenization)

· Meaning: Contextualization refers the process where foreign cultural elements are adapted and accepted into the native culture. Here, it refers to the amalgamation of elements of Christianity and elements of traditional Chinese culture so that Christianity can be more acceptable to Chinese.

· Early emphasis: Attempts included: [1] adding Chinese style into liturgies, [2] finding a commonality between Christianity and Chinese philosophy, [3] building churches with the principle of “three selves”—self-government, self-support, self-propagation, [4] stressing the contribution of Christianity in helping the nation.

· Conservative direction: Conservatives go in the direction of criticizing Chinese traditional culture, stressing the contribution of Christianity in modern society, as a reforming force of Chinese culture.

· Need for balance: The intent of contextualization is a well-meaning one but it could go too far. 

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	The gospel of salvation was brought to China by selfless western missionaries who were called by the Holy Spirit.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	The number of Chinese Christians increases rapidly, despite cycles of persecution by the communist government.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Corruption occurs when the church links too closely with the government.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	Both Wang Ming Dao and Watchman Nee emphasized the commitment of Christians to live a deeply dedicated life.

	[5] follow past saints
	For working to expand God’s kingdom, many Chinese Christians died or were imprisoned for 15-30 years.
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ERA 7 << Modern Church (3): Ecumenism & Adaptations (AD 1900–2000) >> SESSION 4

Reference: Gonzalez, volume 2, chapters 36

25.1  Development of Ecumenism

· 25.1.1  Underlying factors

· Originated with missions: Because of cooperation in missionary activities, there were movements seeking further collaboration among various churches by the end of 19th-c.

· Charismatic movement: Beginning in the late 1950s, the charismatic movement spread within mainline denominations and the Catholic Church. The similarity in its emphasis facilitated the rise of ecumenism.

· 25.1.2  Quest for unity

· Faith and Order Conference [1927]: to work towards the reunion of divided denominations.
· Life and Work Conference [1925]: concerned with the relation of Christian faith to social, political, and economic questions.
· 25.1.3  World Council of Churches (WCC)

· Formation in Amsterdam [1948]—The first assembly of the WCC met with 150 churches from 44 countries. 

· Support for socialist agenda: WCC has turned liberal, making salvation earthly and physical (peace and justice) rather than spiritual. It sacrificed theology for union based on the lowest common denominator and support left leaning policies. Evangelization gives way to radical political and social revolution.
· 25.1.4  Global Missions

· “Three selves”: The purpose of missions has always to found indigenous and mature churches in various parts of the world. Among Protestants, the goal has often been expressed in terms of the “three selves”: self-government, self-support, and self-propagation.

· Indigenization or contextualization: The objective is to build a native church that fits well into the indigenous culture, not an imported westernized Christianity with western-style practices.

25.2  Organizational Cooperation & Amalgamation

· 25.2.1—25.2.6  Interdenominational cooperation, Non-denominational cooperation, Organic reunion: National Intraconfessional, Organic reunion: National Interconfessional, Ecclesiastical confederations: National interconfessional, Ecclesiastical confederations: International intraconfessional

· 25.2.7  Ecclesiastical confederations: International interconfessional

· World Council of Churches (WCC)—the largest ecumenical organization in the world

· International Congress on World Evangelization [1974]—Lausanne Movement—This is the response of conservative Christians to the WCC. It aims to “unite all evangelicals in the common task of the total evangelization of the world.” The Lausanne Covenant [1974] emphasizes loyalty to the inspired Scripture as the infallible rule of faith and practice, and that social concern and action are a relevant part of the gospel. 

· Chinese Congress on World Evangelization (CCOWE) [1976]—This organization operates under the Lausanne Movement and tries to coordinate evangelizing effort among Chinese Christians. 

25.3  Internal Upheaval

· 25.3.1  New directions

· Recent disputes: Contemporary theological disputes centred around the nature of the church, Biblical inspiration and inerrancy, the role of the Holy Spirit in the church, and eschatology.

· 25.3.2  Liberation Theology

· Origin: In Latin America, the people suffer not just from underdevelopment but from oppression by oppressive regimes (dictators) or oppressive capitalism (wealthy landowners and business entrepreneurs). Some pastors believed that salvation is social, economic, and political liberation from all forms of oppression.

· Errors: They emphasized the liberator Christ but not the revealed Word of God. Spiritual salvation is ignored. Hope is not for eternal life, but the worldly hope of helping to shape the future. It is a deviated gospel. 

· 25.3.3  Different perspectives of churches

· Perspective of the North: the great issue is the East-West confrontation between capitalism and democracy (West) and communism and totalitarianism (East)

· Perspective of the South: the main issue is the distribution of wealth within the nations and internationally

· 25.3.4  Recent divisions due to disagreements

· Future divisions: The problem of ordination of homosexuals as pastors has plagued many mainline denominations, including the Anglicans, the Presbyterians, the Lutherans and the Methodists. The underlying reason for the divisions is actually not sexual morality but the authority of the Bible. 

25.4  Resurgence of Evangelicalism

· 25.4.1  Characteristics of Evangelicalism

· Definition: Evangelicals are those who hold to the historic doctrines of Christian faith, including the Bible as God’s Word, the deity of Christ, and salvation by faith and not works. They believe strongly in evangelism.

· 25.4.2  Increase in the number of Evangelicals

· Decreasing attendance: There has been a clear downward trend in attendance in liberal mainline churches. 

· Increasing attendance: There has been an increasing trend in attendance in evangelical churches.

· 25.4.3  New directions in Evangelicalism

· Televangelism—reaching multi-million audience, tainted by moral lapses of televangelists in the 1980s
· Social involvement: Liberal evangelicals stress the defense of social and economic rights of the poor and the oppressed, protection of the environment but subscribe to moral relativism. Conseervatives affirm both social assistance and social action and emphasize on moral issues such as abortion and homosexuality.
· 25.4.4  Evangelical para-church organizations

· Para-church organizations: These organizations are outside churches; they offer a variety of services or ministries, such as Campus Crusade, World Vision, Gideons, Wycliffe Translators.

· 25.4.5  Diversity of evangelicals

· 4 groups: Evangelical separatists, conservative evangelicals, neo-evangelicals, liberal evangelicals.

· 25.4.6  Evangelical Theologians

· Helmut Thielicke (1908–1986)—German Lutheran: relating the gospel to the contemporary world

· Francis Schaeffer (1912–1984)—American Presbyterian: influential in apologetics 

· John Stott (1921–2011)—English Anglican: holding expertise in many different fields

· Donald Bloesch (1928– 2010)—American Lutheran/Presbyterian: stressing ecumenical cooperation

· Thomas Oden (1931–  )—American Methodist: stressing theology from the ancient church.

APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	Both evangelism and social concern are important elements of the gospel.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	God raised up evangelicals to recognize the fallacy of the WCC. Classic ecumenism of spiritual unity and cooperation is practiced.

	[3] avoid past errors
	Decline and breakdown of mainline churches is mainly caused by compromising or abandoning the Word of God.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	We should use modern technology to extend the kingdom of God as much as we can, such as television and internet.

	[5] follow past saints
	Para-church organizations work for the advance of the universal church, not just for self-interest.


{25} The future: Postmodern Church
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26.1  Challenge from Postmodernism & Secularism

· 26.1.1  Challenge from the prevailing culture

· Materialism: One of the biggest yet least perceivable challenge is the predominance of materialism. Advancing technology, mass production, globalization, and rising income have made available to everyone more materials and luxuries than before. Pursuit of materials becomes the objective of life for many Christians. The love of the world dilutes the love of a godly life (1Jo 2:15-16).

· Human rights: With the over-emphasis of human rights and freedom in western culture, man is the centre of the universe and the sole arbitrator of conflicts, with no reference to any supernatural God. 

· Postmodernism: This cultural trend predominant in late 20th-c provides difficult challenges to Christianity in 3 areas: [1] Subjectivism: Subjective feelings are more important than objective reasoning. It encourages one to follow the heart instead of the head, thus making irrational decisions, leading to hedonistic tendencies. It also denies objective truth and objective revelation from God. [2] Relativism: Both truth and morality are relative, and vary for different societies and times, thus leading to the denial of absolute truth and absolute morality. This ethical relativism encourages one to live in sin away from God. [3] Pluralism: All religious are valid; they all lead to the objective of doing good. Thus there is no one true faith.

· 26.1.2  Challenge from atheists

· Darwinism: The push to teach only Darwinism (evolution) in school aims at controlling the education of our next generation and leading them to deny creation by God. 

· Scientism: This is the view that science has authority over all other interpretations of life, such as philosophical or religious explanations. The scientific method implies the testing of all claims and the refusal to accept any absolute authority, including God. It undermines man’s sense of dependence on God.

· Secular humanism: Secularism is the belief that social institutions should exist outside religions. In other words, its objective is to exclude and expel God out of human society, restricting religion only to the realm of private belief and thus leaving the society dominated by atheism. Secularism and atheism, therefore, have similar objectives. They work together against religions, though mostly against Christianity. Modern humanism is the philosophy that “Man is the measure of all things”—man in place of God.

· Atheist Counterattack: The acceptance of the existence of God by Antony Flew (the pope of atheism) in 2004 threatens the viability and the every existence of atheism. As a result, numerous theists published popular books rejecting theism. They bring new challenges to Christianity.

· 26.1.3  Challenge from secularists & liberals on moral issues

· Moral issues: Secularists and liberals have challenged the absolutely morality of the Scripture. While they concentrate their attack on traditional morality in the issues of abortion, homosexuality, and euthanasia, their ultimate objective is to attack the truth of the Bible.

· Marginalization: In the US, atheists and secularists tried to marginalize Christianity. Liberal judges helped them by handing down decisions excluding religion from the public square. Religious instruction in public school was outlawed [1948]. State-approved public prayers were banned [1962]. Voluntary state-approved Bible reading was disapproved [1963].

· Invisible persecutions: Besides pushing for the legalization of abortion, same sex marriage, and euthanasia, secularists also try to limit the free speech of Christians. At the present, the hottest contested issue is homosexuality. Secularists have try to use lawsuits to silence Christian objection of homosexuality as immoral. 

· 26.1.4  Challenge from cults

· Cause: Today, because many churches do not preach the true gospel and salvation of Jesus Christ, the spiritual needs of those people were not satisfied. Many of them try to find answers from cults.

· Characteristics: Many of the cults are characterized by the denial of the essential deity of Christ and by their antinomian moral teaching.

26.2  Decline of Western Christianity

· 26.2.1  Decreasing church attendance in the West

· De-Christianization of Europe: The North is becoming increasingly de-Christianized, while the greatest numeric gains are taking place in the South. There has been a large decline in church attendance such as Scandinavia (2% attending church), Germany (5%), and Great Britain (10%). 

· North America: While church attendance continues to decline in the US (40% attending church) and Canada (18%), the situation is slightly less dismal than in Europe. Attendance is higher in ethnic churches.

· Optimistic trend: The dramatic decreases are almost exclusively found in liberal denominations. Those denominations that still faithfully profess the authentic gospel and proclaim the Word of God continue to grow or at worst remain stable. These include evangelical denominations and the Pentecostal churches.

26.3  Contemporary Persecutions: A Full Cycle

· 26.3.1  Contemporary persecutions

· Baptism of fire: Persecutions of Christians have been severe and widespread in 20th-c, like the Roman persecutions in the early church. Persecutions have a useful function of purifying the church in a baptism of fire. Church history now has come to a full cycle. These persecutions perhaps signify the last era of the world.

· Modes: Persecutions range from discrimination from jobs, shunning by family members and friends, forced exile, confiscation and destruction of homes and properties, physical assault, imprisonment, torture, and death.

· Political persecutions: They have been perpetrated by totalitarian states from both left and right—communist governments like China, authoritarian governments like Burma. 

· Religious persecutions of Christians: They have been perpetrated mainly by Muslims in Islamic countries. In the last few years, religious persecutions have increased in India by Hindus.

26.4  Rise of Third World Christianity

· 26.4.1  Overview

· In the West: Christianity has been weakened by cultural accommodation and materialism. The majority still profess as Christians but are in name only, not living a Christian life and not participating in a church. 

· In the Second World (former communist eastern Europe): Since 1990, the dismantling of communism has resulted in a renewal of Christian evangelism and rapid growth in churches.

· In the Third World: In contrast, a disciplined spirituality, prayer life, and passionate evangelism have brought explosive growth to the Third World. African, Asian, and Latin American nations witness unprecedented increases in Christian conversions. They even send out missionaries to the West.

	ERAS
	Impact
	Spirituality

	Early (1) Persecutions 
	high
	high

	Early (2) Stability 
	high
	mixed

	Medieval (1) Expansion & Conflicts 
	mixed
	low

	Medieval (2) Growth & Decline of the Papacy 
	low
	low

	Modern (1) Reformation & Struggles
	mixed
	high

	Modern (2) Revival & Missions 
	high
	high

	Modern (3) Ecumenism & Adaptations 
	mixed
	low


APPLICATION

	[1] treasure our heritage
	God’s church is still alive and well through challenges and persecutions. The baton is now in our hands.

	[2] appreciate God’s providence
	God has been shepherding his church for 2000 years.

	[3] avoid past errors
	When the gospel is diluted, decreasing membership is inevitable.

	[4] apply our knowledge
	The focus of today’s Christianity is still the same—to extend the kingdom of God through evangelism and discipleship—the Great Commission.

	[5] follow past saints
	We should keep the example of modern-day Christian martyrs.
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