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from twenty: In Num 4:3, the Levites are appointed to the service of the tabernacle at the age of 30 years; and in 1Ch 23:24, they are
ordered to commence their work at 20 years of age. In order to reconcile this apparent discrepancy, it is to be observed:

1. At the time of which Moses speaks in Num 4:3, the Levitical service was exceedingly severe, and consequently required full
grown, robust men, to perform it; the age of 30 was therefore appointed as the period for commencing this service, the weightier
part of which was probably there intended.

In this place God seems to speak of the service in a general way. hence the age of 25 is fixed.

N

3. In David’s time, and afterwards, in the fixed tabernacle and temple, the laboriousness of the service no longer existed, and hence

20 years was the age appointed. Num 4:3, Num 4:23; 1Ch 23:3, 1Ch 23:24-27, 1Ch 28:12, 1Ch 28:13

a. Perhaps the young Levites, having no work appointed them till twenty-five years old, had many of them got a habit of
idleness, or grew addicted to their pleasures, which proved both a blemish to their reputation and a hindrance to their
usefulness afterwards, to prevent which inconvenience they are set to work, and brought under discipline, at twenty-years
old. Those that will be eminent must learn to take care and take care betimes.

b. When the work of the Levites was to carry burdens, heavy burdens, the tabernacle and the furniture of it, God would not call
any to it till they had come to their full strength; for he considers our frame, and, in service as well as sufferings, will lay no
more upon us than we are able to bear. But now God had given rest to his people, and made Jerusalem his dwelling-place for
ever, so that there was no more occasion to carry the tabernacle and the vessels thereof, the service was much easier, and
what would not over-work them nor over-load them if they entered upon it at twenty-years old.

c. Now the people of Isracl were multiplied, and there was a more general resort to Jerusalem, and would be when the temple
was built, than had ever been at Shiloh, or Nob, or Gibeon; it was therefore requisite there should be more hands employed in
the temple-service, that every Israelite who brought an offering might find a Levite ready to assist him.
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Ahasuerus (32951 &)
There are three kings designated by this name in Scripture.
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(1.) The father of Darius the Mede, mentioned in 129:1. This was probably the Cyaxares 1. known by this name in profane history,
the king of Media and the conqueror of Nineveh.

(2.) The king mentioned in 4% 4:6, probably the Cambyses of profane history, the son and successor of Cyrus (529 B.C.).

(3.) The son of Darius Hystaspes, the king named in the Book of Esther. He ruled over the kingdoms of Persia, Media, and
Babylonia, “from India to Ethiopia.” This was in all probability the Xerxes of profane history, who succeeded his father
Darius (485 B.C.). In the LXX. version of the Book of Esther the name Artaxerxes occurs for Ahasuerus. He reigned for
twenty-one years (486-465 B.C.). He invaded Greece with an army, it is said, of more than 2,000,000 soldiers, only 5,000 of
whom returned with him. Leonidas, with his famous 300, arrested his progress at the Pass of Thermopylae, and then he was

defeated disastrously by Themistocles at Salamis. It was after his return from this invasion that Esther was chosen as his
queen.

Artaxerxes (32 3£ B /) (The Greek form of the name of several Persian kings.)

1. The first Artaxerxes is mentioned in 3%4:7 and appears identical with Smerdis, the Magian impostor and pretended brother of
Cambyses, who usurped the throne B.C. 522, and reigned eight months.

2. In J&2:1, we have another Artaxerxes. We may safely identify him with Artaxerxes Macrocheir or Longimanus, the son of
Xerxces, who reigned B.C. 464-425.



